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A Study on Adolescent Consumers’ Consumption Consciousness and Consumption

Behavior

-Focusing on junior high school students in Jeju city—

Kim, Hye- Ja

Major in Social Studies Education
Graduate School of Education, Cheju National University

Jeju Do, Korea

Supervised by Professor Park, Yong- Kyung

This study is designed to provide fundamental data for developing junior high
school students’ good sense of being consumer and right consumer behavior by
identifying junior high school students’ ' consumption consciousness and
consumption behavior and by analyzing the influences related variables have.

To accomplish the purpose, it surveyed with 500 first, second, and third boy
and girl students, who are enrolled in 5 junior high school students’ at Jeju
city. Of 500 questionnaires, 467 pieces are used for data analysis.

The collected data is treated with SPSS(Statistical Package for Social
Science) Computer Program 10.0, with measurement of frequency, average,
standard deviation, t-test, F-test and co-analysis.

The results of the study is summarized as follows:

First, the level of being consumers that junior high school students’ are
conscious of themselves reaches 2.66 out of 5 points, a little higher than the
mean. For the standard of being consumers they are conscious of, it involves

consciousness of conserving environment, consciousness of enjoying, fashion
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sense, aesthetics sense, and consciousness of showing off in order. That is, a
consciousness of conserving environment has the highest point(M=3.06), whereas
a consciousness of showing off has the lowest(M=2.27). Also, the their behavior
level as consumers is 2.99 of 5 points, higher than the mean and that of being
consumers. For the mean of items by low dimensions, disposal behavior has the
highest(M=3.02) while use behavior has the lowest(M=2.97). Based on the above
stated, it implies that junior high school students’ have poor sense as
consumers, and their behavior as consumers is found to be low in general,
although it being higher than consumer sense.

Second, junior high school students’ consciousness of enjoying as consumers
shows significant difference by sex and grades. That is, girl students have
lower enjoying sense than boy students. And it indicates the higher their
grades, the more consciousness of enjoying they have. A consciousness of
showing off has significant difference by grades. That is, the higher the grades,
the more consciousness of showing off they have. Aesthetics sense gives
significant difference by sex and allowance. Contrary to the expectations, boy
students have aesthetics sense lower than girl students do. Also aesthetics
sense shows significant difference by allowance. Fashion sense has significant
difference by allowance, while a consciousness of conserving environment shows
significant difference by fathers’ scholar attainments. This means students tend
to consciousness of environment conservation highly if their fathers have higher
schooling.

Third, junior high school students’ buying behavior has significant difference
by sex, fathers’ schooling and mothers’ scholarly attainment. It is found that
girl students plan for buying with reference to collecting information before they
buy something. Boy students are found to use discount stores as well as to buy
the goods during discount sales period more than girl students do. Use behavior
shows significant difference by sex and allowance. That is, boy students are
found to be more careful and neat users than girl students do. Disposal
behavior has significant difference by sex.

Fourth, there is correlation between junior high school students’ consumption
consciousness and behavior. Also, there is the highest static correlation between

consciousness of showing off and aesthetics sense, while there highest improper
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correlation between aesthetics sense and consciousness of conserving
environment.

Based on the above results, we can suggest as follows:

First, the reason that junior high school students’ have the low level of
consumption consciousness results from their partial learning of being consumer.
So it need to
develop the subject contents and teaching—-learning method in it.

Second, the consumer study in junior high school students’ has to perform at
any time across the entire subject, not limited to a specific subject. Individual’s
economic life spans in his/her lifetime so that consumer education is more
critical than any other education in various fields.

Third, junior high school students’ of socialization stages can establish sound
culture to consume, further having desired influence on individuals’ daily lives
as consumers in the future, when teaching in consumption consciousness 1is
done with the trinity of schools, homes and societies. So, the importance of

teaching in living as consumers cannot be ignored.

*A Master's thesis in Education subjected to the Committee of Graduates School of
Education, Cheju National University in 2002.
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