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(ABSTRACT»
A Study on School Music Education Value and Role:
by surveying teenagers’ music preference
- in the cities of Cheju and Seoguipo -
Ko, Hyun
Music Education Major
Graduste School of Education, Cheju National University
Cheju, Korea

Supervised by Professor Jang, Hong-yong

Music is very important in the youth culture. Adolescents are seriously affected
by music and songs they contact. National policies about culture, especially music,
should discreetly be formulated in that regard, and teens shouldn’t be forced to be
familiar with any specific type of music.

What type of music 1s good or not good is a matter of perspective, but music
preference couldn’t be said to absolutely depend on individual tastes, since there is
definitely a certain trend in that. That is the reason why we should turn our
attention to what good music is and what deserves attention.

Education comes from experience. One could have interest in music and become
fond of it when he or she has good experience with it. And one could learn to be
responsive to music when he or she keep in contact with it and forge intimacy
with it.

If youngsters are just allowed to remain indifferent to what’s unknown and
unexperienced, they will be insensible of good music, just being exposed to
musical environments provided by mass media and having no choices. So, it's

needed to channel our efforts into improving their music preference and offering

* A thesis submitted to the Committee of the Graduste School of Education, Cheju National
University in partial fulfilment of the requirements fer the degree of Master of
Education in August, 2003.
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higher-quality education.

School education should be concerned about what type of music is favored by
students, and teach them to receive music in a sound manner.

When they are well cared with love, they could be stabilized emotionally and
benefit from music, but if they are emotionally needy, it won’'t work, no matter
however superb music they listen to.

Art itself isn’t good nor evil. But it has a power to change human behavior,
and this is why musical environment must carefully be selected. Teacher should
give various musical stimuli and help adolescents discriminate between good and
bad in liberal environment through diverse musical experience, instead of
determining it on behalf of them. And they should also be assisted to build their
own identity.

Therefore, it's attempted in this study to conduct a survey on adolescents in
Cheju—do to find out their idea of music and musical environment and deliberate

on the value and role of school music' education.
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