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<Abstract>

A Study on the Craft Programs for Creative Art Expression

Mun Ji-yun

Art Education Major at the Jeju University Education Graduate School

Advisor Kang—Minseok

Children are facing rapid change of emotion and anxiety in this rapidly
changing contemporary society where the loss of humanity and lack of
morality are prevalent. Nothing is more important than the emotional
education and the formation of self-esteem from the perspective of human
education for those children.

Fine art, which deals with the emotion and sentiment of human more than
any other subjects, needs to take an added significance in order to help shape
the spiritual world of human in the right way.

Fine art education, however, has been confined to the traditional
function-oriented fine art class and teacher-led learning, not responsive
enough to cope with the change in the times.

That type of outdated class does not allow contemporary children to
explore ways to express their ideas and emotions freely in this age where
people put their own distinctive characteristics above anything else. Rather, it
leads children to lose their interest in fine art.

Therefore, this researcher tries to suggest craft programs, a new way of
class that may encourage children to lead optimistic and positive lives with

creativity. Craft program, a form of fine art play, combines the pattern of

_63_



play with education, enabling children to observe and imitate in their free
exploration. Also, it increases their interest and desire for expression, helping
form creative environment.

To suggest craft program which may motivate 1st and 2nd graders of
elementary school appropriately, the focus of this research was as follows:

First, it explored various aspects of fine art education and creativity.

Second, it considered characteristics of craft program and its educational
meaning.

Third, the craft program was applied to real class, such as the craft
program using materials or plane technique, craft program using the
transformation on three—-dimensional surface or plane, craft program designed
for integrating with other field of art or textbooks, and others.

Fourth, it examined and analyzed the outcome of survey on children’s craft
program following the craft play class.

Fifth, it suggested the future direction of craft play and role of teacher.
The findings of this study indicated that craft play learning allowed children
to experience and express various things and helped them express their inner
world in a natural way, if designed to fit the characteristics and interest of
children.

Furthermore, craft play learning play a significant role in helping children
identify object of beauty and its value in their own lives and grow into
creative human. Therefore, constant efforts need to be made to attain the
improvement of fine art class through continued research in class that

focuses on pleasant and various experiences.

% This paper is the thesis for master course in the Education Science which was submitted to the
Committee of Education Graduate School at Jeju University in August 2008.
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