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(Abstract)

A Study of the Student-Centered Reading Instruction Method

for Creative Development

Moon, Sun-hee

Korean Language Education Major
Graduate School of Education, Cheju National University

Jeju, Korea

Supervised by Professor Moon, Sung-sook

This study is written with the object of examining methods to develop and
express students’ creativity and personality. It is often seen that research on
teaching methods for reading only involves literature. Case studies also show
limitation as school effectiveness was not confirmed. The 7th Education course
pursues creative development and the education objective of ‘reading’ is 'the
extension of students’ reading comprehension through comprehensive reading. In
order to accomplish these education objectives effectively, the reading instruction
method in this study is designed to enhance the essence of the reading education
by using variety of texts.

In Chapter II, current reading education was inspected and examined to plot a

correct course that should be followed. Seven different kinds of 'reading’ textbooks,

* This thesis submitted to the Committee of the Graduate School of Education, Cheju
University in partial fulfillment of the requirements for the degree of Master of
Education in August, 2004.
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now used by high schools in Jeju, were taken as subjects to analyze so that the
situation of current reading education would be grasped. The 7th Education Course
requires that teaching be focused, not on topic or content, but on objectives.
Theories should be materialized in actual classroom performance so that
student-centered education can be realized. Because practice should include reading
materials used by students in everyday life, the fact that these kinds of materials
have extended to diverse media resources should be considered.

Regarding the reality of reading education, this study suggests that proper
reading education include the student-centered reading education and an integrated
activity centered program and emphasis on media input, as well. This will enable
students to be creative during classroom participation by emphasizing various
activities in meaningful context and actual usage of reading materials.

In Chapter [, creative reading instruction principles and reading learning
strategies were investigated by examination of sundry records and studies. The
results confirmed the importance of creative reading as the last step of reading
instruction. Creative reading is an extension of the readers thinking process based
on contents. In order to read the given text creatively, students themselves should
actively take part in reorganizing, extending and integrating the meaning of the
text through the whole process (before, in the middle of and after reading). Since
students should be guided to unfold their new ideas based on their reading, reading
activities can be most effective with instruction on writing and speaking together.
To accomplish this, the students’ thought processes must be stimulated and active
participation encouraged before, during and after reading the presented materials.

As real situations and correct methods of reading education from chapters I ~1I,
were reviewed, in chapter IV, these methods were applied to middle school first,
second and third graders. Activities were designed so that students would reveal
personality and creativity.  They were presented text in various forms and
participated in activities to increase understanding, such as, activities for

understanding (making a chart or a graph, searching for data, utilizing print media,
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having a reading quiz, playing with puzzles and games, searching for similar events
in the newspaper, describing reading impressions), activities on characters (making
character research graphs, character nets, character comparisons, searching for
similar personality characteristics, poeticizing characters), conversion of forms
(acting as a curator or a narrator), critical activities (debating, criticizing), and
activities using multimedia sources. As a result, proper activities for reading develop
the students’ latent powers for creative reading. Student-centered teaching and
learning activities were conducted to lead students to participate voluntarily and to
develop students’ creativity. This was accomplished by the teachers’ introduction of
debatable questions in each step of the reading process. In fact, the use of the
debate was a primary factor during reading activities and for use as a
questionnaire after reading.

As a result of this study, in order to develop students™ creativity, the creation of
a student-centered environment is proven to be superior to other methods to
encourage creative thinking. Reading class should be not only about grasping
contents but also grasping the meaning and understanding of the text in varied
points of views. When students have numerous options to choose appropriate
situational activities, this study proves that students not only can connect what
they learn to real language life, as they move from the text-recognition step to
internalizing the matter, they can also understand humanity and life as their

reading education continues.
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