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<Abstract>

A Study on <CHASA-BONPURI>

Jang, Hee-chol

Korean Language Education Major
Graduate School of Education, Cheju National University

Jeju, Korea

Supervised by professor Hyun, Seung—whan

The study aims to demonstrate how Jeju people define through folklore the
explanation about the ritual process not about BONPURI as literature. To reach the
purpose of the study, firstly I analyzed <CHASA-BONPURI> as literature. I
presumed the original form from many different versions which were collected so far.
Then I analyzed the structure of <CHASA-BONPURI>. I considered the meaning in
connection with funeral rites.

I presumed the original form of <CHASA-BONPURI>, comparing with 7 versions
of material historically and geographically based on ‘Ahn, Sa-in’. It was found that 7
different versions have 19 paragraphs in common. However I drew 21 paragraphs,
which contain 2 more paragraphs because two paragraphs(‘'s’ and ‘t") necessary for
the development of story. I assumed that the paragraph whose narrative structure
fits in with those 21 basic paragraphs was most close to the original form.

I divided <CHASA-BONPURI> into each paragraph with gradual method. Then I
could classified it as two step - the first half and the latter half which consisted the

story. The first half part described a story about mundane event that is related to
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evil things and death as a punishment for it. I can say that the subject matter of
<CHASA-BONPURI> was found in the latter half part, because it suggested a clue
that Kang-rim dealt with all matters of life and death in this world.

In the first half part, 3 brothers from Dongkyung-Country moved to this holy
world and run into the first death and rebirth as flowers in Gwayang-Land, the
place of evil. They were born again as 3 children of parents named Gwayangsaengi
and met the second death.

In the latter half part, the king of Hades who came with Kang-rim's help
punished the evil (He killed woman and made her born again as a mosquito and a
striped mosquito each) on the earth and set up the order of nature (life and death)
and human being (sin and punishment). He also showed the principle of body and
soul separation. I could find fatalism in this part which meant all matters of life and
death were decided only by the king. In addition, the king of Hades sent Kang-rim
to this world to show him as a CHASA who controled all matters of life and death
in human beings.

I confirmed the relation between myths and rites from the one between the
procedure of funeral rites and <CHASA-BONPURI>. As a result of that, the
procedure of funeral rites of Jeju was a ritual expression that showed that the soul
of a dead person left him with the chief mourner's help. <CHASA-BONPURI> had
a story that CHASA who took care of the rites had the right to control all matters
of life and death instead of the king of Hades. Therefore it has no direct relation
between myths and rites, and it means the myths weren't formed to explain the

funeral rites.

* A thesis submitted to the Comittee of the Graduate School of Education. Cheju
National University in partial of the requirements for the degree of Master of
Education in August, 2004.
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