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Collective Civil Appeals and Local Administration’s Actions :
Demonstrations in Cheju
Moon, won-il
Graduate School of Public Adminisiration
Cheju National University
Cheju, korea
Advised by Professor Boo, Man-keun

Summary

Today, the environment of local administration has been rapidly
changing. In particular, the individuals or residents who have frequently
made contacts with officials and have continuously asked — with new
consciousness and demands — the local administration for better solution
of their civil appeals. These phenomena seem to be stimulated largely by
democratization and decentralization occurring in all social strata,
specially with the realization of greater self-determination in local
government,

Especially, collective civil appeals have been aggravated to a serious
situation of collective actions largely due to the indifference of local
administration.

This study, in consideration of such a situation, is designed to provide
for materials important to a solution that will heighten citizens’ credibility
toward the local administration through better understanding of citizens’
behavior and attitudes under a point of view that democratic practice or
rational mediation between the conflicting interests should be taken root
through dialogue and compromise.

Both the essence and entity of collective pettions and the cause and
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effect of demonstrations including sit-downs are verified and
corroborated to correct the biased view toward collective actions or
reaction.

Chapter I clarifies the objective, scope and method.

Chapter @ reviews that through comprehension of the essence of
collective appeals, relationship between collective petitions and collective
reactions and the process of collective actions an analytic frame for the
study has been mapped out.

Chapter 11 analizes the petitioner, petitions’ contents, developing
process of conflicts, etc with the selected data from many cases of
conflicts which have occurred in Cheju since 1988.

The cases analized are as follaws :

Firstly, the petition opposing to the installation of sewerage disposal
systems, the creation of land to fill in garbages among the public work
are reviewed.

Secondly, Also are reviewed the protest against Tapdong shoreline
reclaimation demanding a share of windfall, the petition opposing to the
development of golf courses through the governmental approval or
permission.

Thirdly, keenly are analized collective appeals related to laws and
regulations as well as the systems such as the petition for lifting or
easing a ban of limited activities in the green belt or the restricted
development area.

Chapter IV deals with a comparative analysis of the responded results
from the two sampled groups of 660 residents and officials to verify a
functional relation of collective appeals and collective reactions which

may not be effectively evaluated by just the case analysis.
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Chapter V aims at presenting with some logical alternatives for
solutions of the collective civil appeals. The auther claims that it is
necessary to develop new mechanisms to effectively deal with collective
civil appeals in recognition of the fragible existing mechanism incapable
of coping with collective civil appeals: the mechanism be improved in
terms of both legal and systematic ways: and active roles by officials be
required with the renovation of their attitudes in administration and more
careful attention to the trend of public opinions.

In conclusion, the author argues that the local adminstrations attitudes
toward collective civil appeals should be greatly developed into a more
attentive and considerable one.

To activate the suggested alternatives the local administration should
be enhanced with more open adminstration, the development of a
desirable mechanism to cope with the public opinions, a long-term
comprehensive plan for collective civil appeals and residents’ attitudes

toward the local administration.
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