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Abstract

How to encourage people to participate in their local

government

The ultimate and final aim of establishing local self-government is to
improve the quality of lives of the citizens. It is believed that the quality
of life improves when the local people are empowered to decide the
details on their own for themselves. This is why citizens should actively
participate in governing. It is the administration of the local governments
to which the average citizens may exercize limited participation.

However, without full disclosure of the government activities and free
flow of related information, the system of the participation of the citizens
in governing tend to become for the name’s sake only, and the
government of officials will lead to limitation and discouragement of the
ordinary citizen’'s involvement in the local government affairs.

Decentralization of the authority is vital for true local self-government.
Authoritarianism does not mix well with democracy. Full disclosure of
government activities must be aggressive pursued. At the same time, the
local people must have access to the planning, executing, and evaluation
process of all government projects. It 1s a precondition for local
self-government to establish a autonomous and conscientious participation
of the people.

When people participate in their government and see the results, the
political and social environment matures for NGO’s to partner with the
local governments and may start affecting the local issues or policies in

any measurable form. To encourage people to participate in their local

_iv_



government, we can use internet or mobilize various civic and political
organizations.

Local self-government can be achieved only when the central and local
governments and the people in the society have mutual understanding of
what is at stake and set out to achieve the eventual goal of the political
system: improving the quality of lives of the people.

xxKey words

Local self-government, participation of the citizens, the citizen

movement, NGO(nongovernmental organization)
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