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<Abstract>

A Study on the improvement plans of Unification Education in

Middle School

- Focusing on the awareness for unification of middle school students in Jeju -

Kim, Soonhyup

Major of Social Studies Education
Graduate School of Education, Cheju National University

Jeju, Korea

Supervised by Professor Han, Seokji

This study is aimed to seek the improvement plans of unification education
to build up students’ desirable thoughts of unification through the analysis of
middle school students’ in Jeju awareness for unification in recent radically
changing environment for Korean unification. For this study, 480 middle school
third graders in Jeju have been asked and their answers are analysed through
SPSS WIN program. The result can be analyzed into three fields.

First, in the survey of the awareness for unification issues, about half of the
students have positive interest in need of unification and most of them want
gradual and peaceful unification with the consent of both South and North
Korea. About the future of unified Korea, the students have a firm belief in
democratic system, but they have anxious opinions about the quality of life

after unification.

* A thesis submitted to the Committee of the Graduate School of Education,
Cheju National University in partial fulfillment of the requirements for the

degree of Master of Education in August, 2003.
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Second, in the survey of awareness for North Korea, the students have
rather low interest in the overall situations of North Korea and show very
high interest in the parts related to the everyday life. They have positive
attitude to the people in North Korea and homogeneity of South and North
Koreans, and furthermore they agree to the government’s engagement policy
toward North Korea.

Third, in the survey of attitude to unification education, the students have
negative opinions about the effectiveness of ongoing unification education. They
have little experience of unification education outside moral studies and in that
class even textbooks and teacher’s explanations are the only method of
teaching. However, the students prefer the student-centered discussion method
using multi-media. To activate the wunification education, the students
understand very well the importance of their positive participation, and they
are fully aware of the national community consciousness and need of
unification in the unification education.

As a result of this analysis, the improvement plans of unification education
1s suggested as follows.

First, more concrete and realistic approach to need of wunification is
recommended. The unification education should move the focus from the
emphasis on what should be to what can be and will be good for them after
the unification. Besides, unification issues should be dealt in all subjects by
appropriate design for each subject.

Second, the contents of unification education should be about the life culture
which can be easily understood in students’ everyday life. Specific emphasis
should be put on the national community consciousness of two Koreas for the
mutual understanding of the differences of opinions or conditions in the
process of or after the unification. And students can build up balanced
thoughts about the unification as not only a national problem but an
international issue.

Third, about the teaching method of unification education, various and open
method should be applied to build up balanced and rational thinking abilities.
Multimedia and the student-centered teaching method along with extra
activities are recommendable for activating the unification education.

Last, as the successful unification education depends on the quality of the
teachers, teachers should be the experts in the unification issue and the
support of schools is also the key to success.
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