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[Abstract])
Study of Historical Material Using Method

in Middle School History Teaching"

Han, Sang-hee

History Education Major
Graduate School of Education, Cheju National University
Cheju, Korea

Supervised by Professor Kwon, In-Hyuk

It has been emphasized in the history education that students themselves interpret,
criticize, and synthesize the historical materials to improve their historical thinking
ability, which is exactly the same method as the history research. But in real, it is not
possible to do it because of many restrictions such as lack of proper historical material
books for each level of schools and students, misunderstanding this method of teachers
and students both, traditional method of teaching texthooks only, and lack of time.

Therefore this study has aimed at groping for some possible ways to use historical
materials in the middle school history teaching in spite of those difficulties above.

Two ways are used for this study, one is the record study of theoretical backgrounds
of this method and the other is case study of using this method in the classes.

First, for the theoretical backgrounds, history education and historical materials,
contemporary researches in historical material using method, the educational function
and necessity of this method, models of this method, and some noteworthy problems in
this method are examined.

For the case study, five-staged historical material using model is proposed to
approach the themes, which has introducing the theme - choosing historical materials -
theme research - conclusion and generalization - evaluation stages. Worksheets on
historical materials are used to help students research their materials, generalize them
and get conceptions about their themes.

To inspect this study, the performance evaluation of historical material notebooks
(portfolios), the level test for diagnose students’ interpreting ability of historical

materials , and analyzing the questionnaire after the study are carried out.
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As a result, followings are noteworthy.

First, students developed their interest in history by experiencing historical materials
and figured out the existence of historical materials with the historical facts.

Second, students researched historical materials voluntarily, which assured the
possibility of history education through history research method in the middle school.

Third, historical material notebooks helped students to bring out historical conception
and generalization and to realize the historical values.

Fourth, teachers efforts to develope proper themes, worksheets, questions about
historical material using method is mostly needed through the whole process.

And some problems should be solved for using this method in the middle school
history education.

First, easy and suitable historical material books for each level of schools and
students should be published and the original historical materials should be translated
into Korean by teachers and historians.

Second, the strong support from government is needed for the historical material
rooms in the school and the flexible history class in the curriculum.

Third, teachers should accept this method as a possible answer to overcome the
limits of history class in spite of those difficulties.

Fourth, historical materials in current history textbooks should be examined and
reconsidered and at the same time the desirable direction for history textbooks and

publishing policy of them should be discussed.

* A thesis submitted to the Committee of the Graduate School of Education, Cheju
National University in partial fulfillment of the requirements for the degree of Master of
Education in Aug. 2001.
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