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<Abstract>

The Phases of the Times Described in TTaketorimonogatari;

Choi, Jin-Ho

Japanese Education Major
Graduate School of Education, Cheju National University
Cheju, Republic of Korea

Supervised by Professor Kim, Sung—-Bong

MTaketorimonogatari | is ~ the . oldest ~monogatari in Japan ; as
FGengimonogatari | says, it 1S the first monogatari.
MTaketorimonogatari; , which is written in current Japanese now, was
called "okinamonogatari of taketori” or "monogatari of kaguyahime” long

ago.

"Monogatari” is created as a fiction to tell reality and improbability. In
other words, "monogatari” expresses the real life as it is, and also
shows the incredible and impossible happenings in the fabrication.
Therefore, we can see the improbability of it. However, reality is also a

precondition of "monogatari”. In this point, it is worthy of attention in

%€ A thesis submitted to the Committee of the Graduate School of Education, Cheju
National University in partial fulfillment of the requirements for the degree of
Master of Education in August, 1999.
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that "Taketorimonogatari; considerably gives a graphic description of
the phases of the Hearn age, though it represents impossibility,
surrealistic and mysterious power, and a variety of queer things such

as an herb of eternal youth, and so on.

This paper gives some grounds that 'Taketorimonogatari; describes
realistically the phases of the times through expressing the birth and
growth of kaguyahime, courting of five young nobles, an Emperor’s

proposal, ascension of kaguyahime, and so on.
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