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Abstract

Feasibility and Assessment study of Jeju City community centers

Nam-seok Oh
Department of Public Administration
Graduate school of Public Administration
Cheju National University
Supervised by Professor Young—-hoon Kang

To bulld up a small but efficient government to strengthen national
competitive powers is the current trend in the world We, in Korea, are not
an exception. The opinion has been on the rise that the structure of our
local administrative hierarchy, which has been Kkept without drastic changes
since the time of Japanese Imperial rule, should be changed and adjusted
according to the current economic and social environment.

Especially since the sailing forth of the system of self-government,
whose head was elected by popular vote, the local administration is being
given much more weight and the local autonomy’s influence on the national
policy and economy 1is also increasing because of the strengthening of local
autonomy and the handing over of various kinds of regulating and
authorizing powers to the provinces.

In accordance with these demands of the times, the national
government set up a new community space for self-governing, Community
Center forwarded from the policy for transforming the functions of eup
myeon -+ dong; in 100 tasks of the new government policies on February
in 1998,

When it comes to changing the functions of eup - myeon - dong,
we should approach that change not only to cut down on expenses by
reducing the existing structure with its high cost and low efficiency, but
also to improve efficiency by computerizing the administrative work. We
should focus on how to operate the Community Center to improve the
quality of life for the «citizens by realizing the citizens’ autonomy and
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raising the quality of service for the citizens’ sake.

This thesis consists of six chapters to approach the main question
of how to activate the Community Center by looking into the problems of
the Community Centers in Jeju city. These chapters are:

Chapter 1 Introduction — Purpose of the Study
Chapter 2 Theoretical contemplation on the Community Centers
Chapter 3 The introduction and status of establishment of the

community centers

Chapter 4 The current operating situations and problems of Jeju City's
community centers

Chapter 5 Plans for improving the operation of Jeju City’s community
centers

Chapter 6 Conclusion

Especially Chapter - three ' closely — examines: —the current operating
situations of the community centers, and then offers some alternatives that
might improve the quality of the programs and systems of community
centers in Jeju City.

Finally I think that the Community Center concept is not a
one-time policy but an indispensable one for motivating the citizens to
participate  autonomously in the local administration, and I want to
emphasize that the citizens and social groups as well as the administrative
organization should make efforts together so that the Community Center

can take root successfully in the society.
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