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Abstract

A STUDY ON THE PROMOTION OF COMMUNITY
CENTER
Chang-Bong Kang
Department of Public Admonistration
Graduate school of Public Administration
Cheju National University

Supervised by professor Young-Chol Yang

As the reform of the systems for the decentralization and
the local autonomy is being accelerated, it 1s also necessary
to reform the local administrative system so that the local
autonomy can play 1its changed role and perform its
functions efficiently.

The current structure of administrative hierarchy, however,
has remained since it was introduced about 100 years ago
regardless of social and economic changes.

Currently we have a two-level local autonomy system
with the provincial administration between the central

government and the local basic autonomy.
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If a complicated structure of an organization results in the
administrative structure with high cost and low efficiency
rather than helps to improve the welfare of the citizens, we
should seek to come up with desirable measures to reform
that.

Especially in the new 21st century the administration in
eup - myeon +dong should be transformed into the
citizen—centered administration which can communicate with
the citizens and provide various kinds of services for the
citizens’ welfare as the nearest government offices besides
their administrative work that they traditionally do.

In other words the local autonomy should be operated
under the local administrative structure which would cost
less and provide more opportunities for the citizens to
participate.

In order to realize that, the current local administrative
structure with multiple levels should be simplified and
transformed into a local administrative structure with low
cost and high efficiency. And that transformation should be
made from the long-term perspective not rough—and-ready
for the citizens’ sake.

The central government has been pushing ahead with the

reform plan of the local administrative structure with low
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cost and high efficiency by changing the functions of eup -
myeon - dong to TResidents’ Autonomy Center; which has
been hotly debated, after the government adopted the
reform as one of 100 tasks of the new government; .
When it comes to changing the functions of eup - myeon -
dong, we should approach that not only to cut down on
expenses by reducing the structure with high cost and low
efficlency and to improve the efficiency of the work by
computerizing the administrative work. We should focus on
how to operate the ' Residents’ Autonomy Center’ to
improve the quality of life for the citizens by realizing the
citizens’ autonomy and uplifting the quality of service for
the citizens’ sake.
This dissertation consists of five chapters as below to
approach the main idea of how to activate the 'Residents’
Autonomy Center’ by looking into the examples of the
Residents’ Autonomy Center in Seogwipo city regarding the
reform of the functions of eup - myeon - dong which has
been carried out by the central government.
Chapter 1 the raise of the problems and the purpose of
the study in the beginning
Chapter 2 theoretical background and analysis on the

Residents’ Autonomy Center
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Chapter 3 analysis on the current operating situation of
the Residents’ Autonomy Center and the
problems

Chapter 4 measures to activate the operation of the
Residents’ Autonomy Center

Chapter 5  Conclusion

Especially the third chapter is a thorough look into the

problems derived from the operation of the Residents’

Autonomy Center ; unreasonable adjustment of work and

work force, lack of the «citizens’ participation, poor

programs, Wweakened status of the committee on the
community affairs. The fourth chapter is the in-depth
approach to how to activate the Residents’ Autonomy

Center by putting forward the measures to those problems.

Finally I want to emphasize that the citizens and social

groups as well as the administrative organization should

make efforts together so that the Residents’ Autonomy

Center can take root in the society considering this new

system 1s an indisputable trend.
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