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<Abstract>

A Study on Teachers and Parents’ Perception on the

Five-day-work-week School System

Seo, Hye Soon

Educational Administration Major
Graduate School of Education, Cheju National University

Jeju, Korea

Supervised by Professor Park, Jong Pil

The purpose of the study is to examine the activity, the effect and problems of five-day-work-week
school system, current social infrastructure, and suggest ways to take root and activate the
five-day-work-week school system for experiencing various activities and increasing self-directed learning
abilities. For the purpose of the study, the researcher used a quantitative research method, using a
questionnaire. The researcher randomly sampled 350 teachers and 700 parents in Jeju-Do and distributed
the questionnaire, and 641 copies of questionnaire were analyzed using SPSS 10.0 program.

The finding suggest that teachers and parents thought five-day-work-week school system very
positively, but parent emphasized the importance of the cooperation between family and school even in
the basic etiquette for which family should take the responsibility. Thus, for the intention of the

five-day-work-week school system, parents should change their mindset that the family and school has

* A thesis submitted to the Committee of the Graduate School of Education, Cheju
National University in partial fulfillment of the requirements for the degree of
Master of Education in August, 2006.
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its own roles, and each of them should do its best to implement its own roles. If not,
five-day-work-week school system could not attain its intented purposes, so it needs to change parents’
mindset through the school’s web site, workshops, letters and pamphlets from the school, etc.

Second, five-day-work-week school system is very positive because it results in various family
activities such as weekend trips, but the problem is that it results in meaningless Saturdays on which
students spent the spare time meaninglessly. However, there is no decreases in students’ academic
performance, so it might not be common to attend private tutoring institution on Saturdays.

Third, students usually spend the spare time on playing at their home or study what they did not
master, but they want to go to libraries or other public facilities with their family. Thus, to make
students do meaningful activities on Saturdays, the district office or local government should provide
professional staffs or volunteers to schools or local public facilities, so that students with working
parents on Saturdays and form low income families can have various and meaningful experiences.

Fourth, teachers and parents have negative opinions on social infra structures because they have not
enough information on social infra structures and lack of the facilities. Facilities teachers and parents
want most are cultural facilities, libraries, sports facilities, and field trip and learning facilities. To setup
these facilities needs considerable funds, so national and local governments should increase the
educational expenses and collect professional staffs. Doing so, the community and NGOs should provide
various activities such as concerts, exhibitions, children’s plays, movies and sports lessons for students,
so that it could be a change to increase the quality of life for students and their parents.

Finally, to make five-day-work-week school system successfully take root, it needs to change and
adjust the school year and national curriculum, and develop various education programs. Also, it needs
to expand education-related facilities, and schools should have enough autonomy to flexibly operate the

curriculum and various school activities.
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