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{Abstract)

Study on Jo Hui-ryongs Artistic Spirit and Formativeness
Jeong, Yong-seong

Art Education Major
Graduate School of Education, Cheju National University

Supervised by Professor Kang, Dong-won

The development in agriculture and commerce in the late Joseon Dynasty
period brought about the destruction of the existing hierarchy. As the middle
class became rich, they grew into a main force enjoying the art such as
literature, paintings and calligraphic works, on which the ruling Yangban(@i#F)
class had have a monopoly. Amid such social and cultural atmospheres in late
Joseon Woo-bong(4%:) Jo Hui-ryong (HFEEE 1789-1866), as a middle class
literati painter, built his own painting world.

Jo Hui-ryong was born as a Yangban, but he called himself a middle class
man. He associated not only with artists from the middle class including Lee
Jae-gwan (P 1783-1837), Jeon Ki (HFr 1825-1854), and Heo Ryeon (i
1809-1892) but also with those from the upper class and even China. In
particular, he is believed to have been greatly influenced by the great expertise
and artistic insight of Chusa(fk%) Kim Jeong-hee (sz1FfE 1786-1856) Not only
paintings, Jo Hui-ryong also enthusiastically engaged in writing based on his
extensive reading and wide companionship, yet it was a very rare try at that
time. He wrote "Seok Woo Mang Nyeon Rok(f k&4 #k), , "THan Wa Heon
Jae Hwa Jab Jon(ZEABFEEEEA), , and "Ho San Woi Ki(#F1114430) ) .

Based on Seongryeongron Theory(V:%5im), Jo Hui-ryong placed high values
on the artists natural and real feeling free from ethical constraints, seeing
painting as an activity for self-satisfaction. There are two creation methods for
this; Gamja Hwanja(J#7#5) and the pursuit of source power(:¥JJ). Jo
Hui-ryong saw the reconstruction of letters using Gamja Hwanja as the core
of poem writing. He pursued a new world of art with no vestige of the
original work by naturally reconstructing a time-honored style of paining. He
thought of source power as personal endowment. His philosophy is as follows:
even if one mimics others style of painting, he/she would come to expose
oneself eventually. Therefore artists should foster their own source power so
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as to attain their own unique world of art.

Jo Hui-ryong thought that paintings should describe Sinri(i#®!) instead of
representation. He attached importance to the sprit created by the combination of
subjective feelings and objective landscape. He emphasized the importance of
fostering good personality as he thought an artist with noble personality has a
strong power of the pen. It is noted that he highlighted the -cultivation of
techniques in the mood where literal spirited painting technique was valued more.

Jo Hui-ryong mostly painted Four Gracious Plants(P4%E 7). He painted
especially bamboo paintings while he was in exile. His bamboo paintings
feature pliable but strong bamboo which stands firm in a strong wind. Though
some touches of old painting styles are seen in his paintings, what he wanted
to describe through bamboo was himself, passionate and sometimes solitary.
Plum paintings show the characteristics of Jo Hui-ryongs painting very well.
He liked to paint plum and many of his masterpieces are plum paintings. He is
original in that he identified plum with Buddha or described plum from a
Taoistic viewpoint. In contrast to existing simple and plain plum paintings, he
added more color to his paintings to express gorgeous plum with abundant
pedals. In particular, a painting of a large plum called Jangryook Plum is very
unique, expressing powerful and sensational features. When it comes to orchid
paintings, many of his works painted in his early period savor of the Kim
Jeong-hees style, but his late paintings were painted with his own original
style of painting. His chrysanthemum paintings depict the mood of fall with
simple touches. He used the Yeochan({i#5) style composition as a basic
composition of a landscape painting, and often changed the composition to
paint trees and a study room with mountains in the background. Some of his
landscape paintings seem to be influenced by the Mi Tradition in Landscape
Painting, which can be found in his moisturized strokes and the use of ink
stick. It is notable that grotesque rocks are expressed with powerful brush
strokes without depending on the existing texture strokes.

As we see, his wide friendship transcending social status and enthusiastic
writing activity are the basis of his painting. He denied the existing art of
drawing and the fixed viewpoint of painting; rather he pursued the free
expression of natural and real feeling, trying to express his honest and truthful
emotions. In this regard, he was a unique artist in the history of art in the
19th century.

* A thesis submitted to the Committee of Grauduate School of Education, Cheju
National University in partrial fulfillment of requirements for the degree of Master of
Education in February, 2005.
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