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{ Summary )

Characteristics Of The Folk Songs Of Chochon

Chochon, a village characterized by folk songs, while located in the
eastern part of Cheju Island, has interchanged with the mainland

humanistically and materially. Chochon has functioned as the import
center of the culture, and a number of the governors of Cheju Island
and the expelled people from the central government have travelled
through it, for which play folk songs were popular. In addition, labor
songs which are the base of the folk song have been passed down by
the lower classes of this village. Furthermore, the twofold structure of
the village labor folk song has been passed down and the geographically

characterized play folk song has also been handed down.

The summary is as follows;

(1) The reason why folk songs have continually been passed down is
that there are groups of succession. The succession group is divided
into two groups. One is the singer of the upper class, and the other is
that of the labor group. Both groups of singers have coexisted in a place
which has a geographical characteristic, and have succeeded to two
different levels of songs. that is , the singers in the upper class have
passed down play folk songs, while the singers in the labor class

succeeded to labor songs based on their everyday life.

(2) The labor songs in Chochon; "Pulminorae”, "Kkolbaeneun norae",

"Kimmaeneun norae”, "Chinsadi, Ahwegi, Jjoreunsadi”,
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"Myulchihurineun norae”, "Manggun norae”, and "Haenyo norae”, and
so on, have been found, among which "Manggun norae” has the pe-
culiar characteristic of this area. Furthermore, the song has been sung
in turn with "Ahwegi” out of play folk songs and "Kimmaeneun norae’.
The labor songs in Chochon don’t have distinctively different forms from
those of other areas, and during the work of making "Manggun" various
kinds of songs have been sung, and in addition, play folk songs and
labor songs have been sung in turn. The song, "Manggun norae”, is an
authentic song which shows the geographical feature of the place, and a
feature which the other labor songs in this place have in common is
songs of which the group of the succession of the labor class has lived

ordinary lives for several generations.

(3) The play folk songs transcribed in Chochon are "Ahrirang”, (Old
Ahrirang), "Tongpungga’, "Ohdolttogi”™, "Ahriririridongdong”, "Yopjeon
sori", "Tambanggui taryung”, "Sowugetsori’, "Ahwegi’,
"Kwanduckjungahp”, "Yongbyunga", "Kaehwataryung®, and so omn.
These songs have been passed down in many numbers in this area, with
the place named "Sungeub” which was the capital for five hundred years
during the Y dynasty. However, the songs have been found in every
area including "Cheju City" and "Taejung”, even if the number is just
small, which shows the succession of the songs in the upper class
interrelated with the culture of the Korean mainland. Due to the fact that
the upper class area had got prostitutes, the songs were mainly sung by
prostitutes at first, and the public sang the songs later, succeeded to
and transferred by the ordinary people. Therefore, the present songs

appear to have been handed down through the succession and transfer

-110-



of the labor class. The correlation between the play folk songs in this
area and the folk songs on the mainland tends to require the study of the

inter-sciences such as research in terms of music.

(4) As far as the classification of the folk songs is concerned, the area
has got all kinds of folk songs. One type of "Kimmaeneun norae”,
"Hengaegi”, seems not to have been transcribed. "Manggun norae” out
of logging songs has characteristically been passed down in this area,
and the play folk song as "Manggun norae” is often borrowed. The labor
songs and the play folk songs have been sung in turn. "Kimmaeneun
norae”, and "Ahwegi" ("Kimmaeneun norae”) among the labor SOngs,
have been sung during the work of making "manggun”. The similar
kinds of songs to "Manggun norae" are the play folk songs such as
"Yyahong", "Ahrirang”, "Ahriririridongdong” and "Tondpungga” , the

epic folk song like "Kwongnorae”, and some of the labor songs.

(5) The succession of the fishery songs is poor because of the con-
science of the bureaucracy. This is why Chochon in the past was the
place through which the culture of the mainland was imported, which
seems to mean that the people in this area had a firm bureaucratic con-
science against the fishery work and women’s diving work. Therefore
the songs such as "Haenyo norae" and "Paetnorae” which originated

from this place, have a tendency not to have been sung.

(6) "Ahwegi" and "Kwongnorae" are peculiar in that they have been
passed down in unique forms. "Ahwegi" was sung in the name of
"Kimmaeneun norae” to the melody of "Sowujetsori” in other places, or

was usually sung including the words of "Kimmaeneun norae" in the
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case of play songs. However, the song in Chochon was sometimes sung
in the form of "Ahwegi" of "Kimmaeneun norae” or "Ahwegi" mixing the
melody of "Sowojetsori” and the words of a certain play folk song.
"Kwongnorae", in this village seems to be classified as an epic folk song
including the melody of the shamanitic song and satire of the human
affairs through the personified pheasant. The song has different words
to those of "Kwongnorae" in other places, and a perfect plot in terms of

story.

(7) The play folk songs in Chochon which generally described love and
romance have got the words of the miscellany folk songs of the mainland
in common. This seems to show the fact that this place as a main import
center had the ease to accept the culture of the mainland and the words
of the songs. From this point of view, the play folk songs in this area
have an open attitude, compared with those in other places. In addition,
the tendency that the play folk songs here include sexual words seems to

reveal the open and liberal attitude of the people’s life,

As mentioned above, the folk songs in Chochon are an example showing
the geographical features of the folk songs in Cheju. This is due to the
historic and human-geographical environment, and the life structure of

the Chochon village.

Chochon, with all types of folk song succession such as labor songs,
ballads, and kids’ songs is the place where a general study of folk songs
is possible. It has geographical features required for the comparative
study of folk songs and the worker’s society with the area of making

artifacts like central government hats, especially caused by the suc-
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cession of logging songs, in terms of folk. The study of the

interchanges, the comparative study, and the transfer route between the
folk songs in Sungeub and the songs on the mainland requires further
research. The comparative research needs the study in terms of music
for an inter-scientific base. The study has some limitations in that it is
poor in the examination of the words of the folk songs in terms of
literature, while covering only a village which means there is a deficiency
in the comparative research among inter-places and it has not been done

with field work, concerning about the songs on the mainland.
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