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Abstract

This book, Joey Pigza Swallowed the Key by Jack Gantos, is
the story of a boy named Joey Pigza. Joey has big problems. He
i1s wired just like his dad and his grandma. He has trouble
paying attention or controlling his mood swings when his
prescription meds wear off and he starts getting worked up and
acting wired. We gradually see that Joey must have Attention
Deficit Disorder (ADD). After leaving him for several years in
the care of his abusive grandmother, his mother returns to
reclaim him and her parental responsibilities. But Joey remains a
challenge: he continually disrupts his class, swallows his house
key, and runs away during a field trip. Then he runs through
the classroom holding open sharp scissors. When he trips and
falls, seriously injuring a classmate, he is transferred to a
special-education center for six weeks. Here, thankfully, he
encounters a caring teacher who recommends further medical
evaluation, and Joey is eventually able to return to his former
school.

The story is written from the boy’'s point of view in a sharp,
worried style that veers out of control when Joey does. We want
to turn away from Joey’'s shifting prison of emotions. But for
those who stick with him, he shows us what his life is like. We
walk a mile in his shoes, our feet hurting all the way. For
young readers touched by ADD and for their teachers and

parents Joey gives us the key to his world.
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