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<ABSTRACT>

A Study on Seomin-Gasa in the Late Chosun Dynasty

Yang Su-Chan

Korean Language Education Major
Graduate School of Education, Cheju Nationnal University

Jeju Korea

Supervised by Professor Sohn, O-Gyu

The thesis i1s aimed at identify working classes’ sense of reality, ethics, and
beauty revealing in Seomin-Gasas ' in - preparation for the clarification of the
features of Seomin-Gasas in the late Chosun Dynasty. Existing studies placed too
much on Yangban—-Gasas. Meanwhile, researches on Seomin—-Gasas have increased
recently, Nevertheless, there are still diverse arguments on concept—establishing,
classification and author class of those Gasas. As a result, only several works,
such as, <Woobuga> or <Yongbuga>, have been taught in even middle schools
and high schools where systematic learning of a Gasa is required.

To solve those problems, it needs to be explored common characteristics of each
Gasa work: <Giumnorae>, <Gapminga>, <Woobuga>, <Nocheonyeoga 1, II>,
<Gwabuga>, <Yongbuga>, <Baekbalga>, <Yangsinhwadapga>, <Oseomga>,
<Danjangyibyeolgok II1>, <Hapgangjeongga>, <Nongbuga II>, <Chisanga>, and
<Geosanga>.

Most of all, Concept of a Seomin—-Gasa have to be clarified . There can be a

difference between the concept of a Seomin who composed and enjoyed Gasas,
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and that of a Seomin as social position. Otherwise, Seomin class, most of whom
were unable to become knowledgable, might have not enjoyed their own literature.
Though the clarification of the both concepts and the review of the existing
research history, the optimal concept of a Seomin-Gasa is determined.

Secondly, Seomin’s recognition of reality is considered on the basis of Silhak.
Once been a moral support of the first term of Chosun Dynasty, Seongrihak faded
its fundamental purpose and degraded into an instrumental studies before or after
the Japanese Invasion(1596). It also showed its limitation of overcoming the
external and internal crisis of the dynasty. Necessarily, Silhak, practical studies,
appeared as a alternative. In the beginning, it was greatly affected by its
predecessor. Nevertheless, its realistic and practical aspects corresponding to the
senses of Seomins who stressed prosperity in real life, influenced their
consciousness. Therefore, it is natural that Seomin literature in the late dynasty,
including Seomin-Gasas, was influenced by the studies. It is imperative to
consider Seomin’s recognition  of reality, based on Silhak in order to identify the
features of a Seomin—-Gasa.

Thirdly, Seomin’s sense of ethics is explored through analysis of characteristics
in Gasa works. Since the invasion of Japan and the Qing dynasty. the period
when a Gasa was created had been chaotic. While Seongrihak, the dominant value
system began to collapse, Silhak’s influence over Seomins gradually increased.
Consequently their consciousness grew up more than the former times. Now
they didn’t restrict themselves to any formal value system, thanks to
self-reflection, enlightenment, pursuit of humanity, and destruction of convention.
They rather attempted to recover more realistic and practical social morality. As
their lives are reflected in the characters of the works mentioned previously, their
social ethics can be explored in relation to the characters.

Finally, aesthetic consciousness revealing in Seomin-Gasas is identified. The

concept of 'beauty’ in aesthetic consciousness is quite different from that of daily

_85_



life. The latter is up to individual’s values. The former is not a separate sense of
a person, but an aesthetic experience related to the whole life. Therefore, Seomins’
aesthetic recognition is distinct from that of Yangbans. This is a unique feature of
a Seomin—Gasa.

This thesis needs to be complemented in terms of genre classification and a
concrete approach to each work. Despite its insufficiencies, it can serve as a
foundation to clarify the features of a Seomin-Gasa on the assumption of its
additional complement and continuous discussion. It can also be used as a material

for the research of each works.

¥ A thesis submitted to the Committee of the Graduste School of
Education, Cheju National University in partial fulfillment of the

requirements for the degree of Master of Education in August, 2006.
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