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Abstract

A Study of Virtuous Women of Jeju

In Joseon Dynasty

This paper focused on the virtuous women of Jeju in Joseon Dynasty. The
ruling party which founded the Joseon Dynasty consisted of a man of noble
birth who emphasized moral principle. That is, they adopted neo-confucianism
as the basic idea of policy and emphasized the culture of public morals in
order to form the confucian system of value. So the moral standard was
emphasized and various prizes were awarded to virtuous women.

The administrators gave prize to virtuous women primarily to encourage
the ethical spirit that remained in the heart of the people and ultimately to
establish a king—centered society by forming a male-domanated society.

The virtuous women who remains chaste to her husband in death when
meeting with a danger or who keeps her integrity unsullied for a long time.
Although it's not difficult to see virtuous women, it's natural for women to
remain chaste to her husband in death when meeting with a danger as well
as to keep chastity if whoever was great and small had been a widow in
Joseon Dynasty. But then, for getting praise, admiration, accolades and
written in the book, it’s the increase in the number of the dead women who
took care of their sick husbands beyond the call of duty and committed
suicide for their husbands who had already run out instead of remaining
chaste to her husband in death when meeting with a danger. Also, their
descendants found ancestors’ deaths honorable. The families with virtuous

women were held in high esteem and set great store by the head of the



hometown. So, there appeared imposters and many side effects.

According to the distribution of social position, in virtuous women, scholar
took 40.14% out of it, common people took 9.47% out of it, women of low
birth took 7.87% out of it.

There were a small number of virtuous women in the 15th to 17th century.
But it was picked up considerably in the 18th.

Jeju is a long way off main land, so it has unique history and culture. So,
it is hard to root confucian ideas be because of fork beliefs. Although Jeju
was too late the time, Jeju also settled down chaste ideology by education.
And, the virtuous women growed rapidly in the 19th century.

It’s timeworn to reinterpret to virtuous women of this day though medieval
values. However, now, we can't make ourselves so free from the traditional

values of Joseon Dynasty.
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