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(ABSTRACT)

A STUDY ON DEFENSE INSTALLATIONS OF THE
BORDER OF CHE-JU DO IN THE ERA
OF YI DYNASTY

Kim Myoung ~ cheol
History Education Major
Graduate School of Education, Cheju Nation Unuversity
Cheju, Korea
Supervised by professor Kho, Chang — cheok

The defense of the barder is said to construct a castle and a trench or something at a
strategic point and to station the army agamnst enemies’ invasion, That is, the defense
mstallations of the border are constructed for the purpose of keeping the territory and
protecting peoples from enemies’ invasion, Our country is a geopolitical strategic point
which connects the continent with the ocean and is located in the advanced base to
mvade either the continent or the ocean, As a result, historically it has been invaded so
many, That 15 why the defense installations of the border were built as the working of
the national policy especially in the southern coast area of the nation against Japanese
pirate raiders between at the end the era of Koryeo Dynasty and at the beginning of the
era of Yi Dynasty. Especially Cheju do was thought to be a strategic pont for coastal
defense, so defense mstallations of the border, such as Up—seong(castle of town), Jin-—
seong(castle of military camp), Shujeon —sho(place to block and fight agamst enemy) and
Bong — shu(signal fire) + Yeon —dae(heights to send the signal of smake), were constructed
systematically,

This study is to arrange not only the process of the construction and mantenance of
defense installations of the border m Cheu do, but also the cumrent conditions of them.
That 15, it is to examine the changing process of defense installations of the border through
the related documents and field investigation, and provide the research of the history of
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border defense of Cheju do with a basic data, and at the same time at the current point
of view, arrange the defense installations of the border which are being injured day by day
owng to urbanization or something,

It isn't easy to find out when the defense installations of the border in Chen do began
to construct. So this study arranged the mstallations built before the era of Yi Dynasty on
the basis of the related documents. And the main objects of this study, such as three
Up ~seongs, nine Jin —seongs, twenty five Bong —shus and thirty eight Yeon—daes bult
in the era of Yi Dynasty, were examined in terms of the process of construction and
maintenance and the details of the installations preferentially through the related
documents, and then the current conditions of them were described through field
investigation,

Up —seong and Jin —seong consist of the central elements among the defense installations
of the border. Up—seong or castle of town was a castle mixed with both miltary and
admimistrative functions and was constructed or repaired at the seats of Mok and Hyun at
the beginning of the 15th century when Chen do was divided into 3 ups or towns, And
unlike Up—seong, Jin —seong or castle of military camp was a castle made for the military
purpose and was constructed at a strategic point between in the 15th century and mn the
16th century and then repaired partially in the 17th century,

Bong —shu and Yeon —dae was a communication system which had sent the military
information by means of torch and smoke traditionally, Bong ~shu or signal fire was
installed at ohrums or parasite volcanos of Cheju do to observe enermies's movement in the
era of Koryeo Dynasty, but the systematic construction and maintenance were done m the
15th century. And Yeon—dae or heights to send the signal of smoke wasn't constructed
on the heights m coast zone until the 18th century to observe enemies’ movement within
near distance, Both of them played functions that informed the reciprocal corresponding
place of an urgent news of the frontier and finally via Shara Bong —shu informed Cheju
mok of it

The current defense installations of the border are inured a lot by either artificial or
natural reason, and so they are left just in part and even some of them can't be
recognized, Therefore 1 hope that this study will act as the basic data in restoring and
repainng the defense installations of the border left by our ancestors,

¥ A thesis submitted to commuttee of the Graduate School of Education,
Cheju Natinal Univetsity mn partul fulfilment of the requirements for the degree of master of
Education n August, 2000,
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