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Abstract

The Archetypal Imagery of 'Flower’
in Youngmulsiga in Chosun Dynasty.

Academic Adviser : Son Oh-gyu

The Korean Language Major, Educational Graduate School,
Cheju University : Chin Soon-hyo

This study focuses on revealing poetic change and original
sources of imagery that ’'flowers’ carry in the work of
Youngmulsiga, one of the Shijo (formally rhymed Korean poetry)
in the Chosun dynasty, which adopts flowers as subject matter.
Applying the archetypal criticism which seeks for the fundamental
and universal aspects that appear repeatedly in an individual
literary works, the author will carefully investigate what kind of
perpetual archetypal rituals are handed down and form the imagery
of flowers and examine how they are revived and succeed in the
history of literature. In addition, this thesis suggests teaching and
learning methods which are helpful in developing asesthetic ability
of appreciating literary works from classics to modern literary
works together.

The flowers have long been used by many poets as subject
matter, and they are natural features of the season, which imply
aesthetic perception about a landscape. In Shijo, apricot blossoms
most frequently appear as a unit subject matter, and then
chyrsanthemums, peach blossoms, orchids and lotuses in order.
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These specific flowers bear their own imagery respectively and
universal one as general flowers.

The flowers symbolyze for ’life’, ‘revival’ and ‘force’ in myths,
legends and Buddhist rituals, they, however, are not the really
existing ones but conceptionally perceived ones. The flowers that
serve as the object for emotional experience and artistic expression
as independent being first appear in the poetry in the Chosun
dynasty.

The first archetypal imagery, which appear in common in the
Chinese poetry and Shijo which use flowers as subject matter in
the Chosun dynasty, is the image of 'life. It is expressed as the
life force of flowers or is internalized as the meaning of having its
own nature in the poem. The imagery is seen to be extended to
attaining a state of self-effacement by realizing the nuatre of
existence or aspiring to life force in modern poetry.

The second is ’revival’ as the being blooming and falling
according to the cycle of nature. It means the infinity of nature
contrasted with the man’s life which occurs only once. The newly
blooming flowers every year are expressed as the endless
repetition of despair and hopes in the modern poetry and also set
as the being that mediates man’s comeback.

The third is ’'integrity’ and 'strong drive.” Apricot blossoms and
chrysanthemums frequently appear as ideological equivalents
representing author’'s values in the poetry. Picturing the spirit
maintaining integrity in a difficult situation as apricots and
chrysanthemums that are blooming in snow and frost can be
interpreted that the symbolic force in flowers is sublimated as
mental strength. Lee Yook-sa, a modern Korean poet, develops the
imagery of this flowers as ‘the transcending and overcoming
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sprit.’

To be more specific, apricot blossoms connote the imagery of
'freshness,” chrysanthemums ’seclusion,” and orchids ‘virtue’ of a
virtuous man or ‘tender love.” Peach blossoms bearing the imagery
of ‘'fairyland’ are described not as the mystified and obscure
fairyland but as the really existing space. Lotuses maintain the
imagery of not being stained with the secular world and that of a
virtuous man due to their fragrance.

The archetypal imagery of flowers has changed reflecting the
historical and cultural environment in that period. The imagery of
flowers in the poetry in the Chosun dynasty reflects the then view
of ethics which valued virtue and integrity. And it also shows the
aesthetic sense of literary men in the Chosun dynasty, who
pursued the beauty of simplicity. We can see that universal
imagery is developed and formed by those literary men by being
introduced the ideas from the Chinese historical events and poetry,
critically accepted them in their own value and life and enjoyed
expressing them in their own Chinese poetry and Shijo.
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