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Abstract

The Experience and Recognition of Fortunetelling in
the Catholic Church

in Jeju

Chang-Woo Moon
Department of Sociology

Graduate School Jeju National University

Fortunetelling has a long history in Korean society, Though it has been
called "superstition’ for a long time by the public in our industrial society,
it is a wide spread social phenomenon.

This examination investigates the experience and awareness of Catholic
believers about fortunetelling, by looking into the actual conditions of
fortunetelling among Catholic believers on Jeju Island. I then consider what is
the social cause of the double life of Catholic believers who also continue
practicing fortunetelling.

First of all, if I survey the rate of fortunetelling among Catholic believers
on Jeju, the percentage with no experience in fortunetelling is 64.99. These
people are not only Catholic believers but also still participate in and depend
on fortunetelling. The percentage of those who had experience with
fortunetelling but stopped when they became Catholics is 15.5%. Certainly
people change people when they become Catholic believers. So among those
who do not practice fortunetelling the total is 80.4%. On the other hand, the

percentage of practice before becoming Catholic is 13%, and after becoming
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Catholic is 6.6%. So they total 19.6%.

Becoming a Catholic believer means accepting Catholic doctrine and
following the doctrine in one’s life. On this point, the fact that the roughly
2096 rate of those who practice fortunetelling among Catholic believers i1s a
testimony to the gap existing between the doctrine and the believer’s life.

Among Catholics, some check their horoscope for the day. That is not
serious. But others consulted with a fortuneteller for pay about the four
pillars, the visage, and the lines of the palm. These people number over 10%.
So we discover that one in ten accept the fate found in the four pillars, the
visage, and the lines of the palm. Furthermore, the cases of those who
visited a fortuneteller and had a shaman ritual of exorcism, or wore an
amulet are almost 5%. So half the number of those who have visited a
fortuneteller had a shaman ritual and wore an amulet.

I then investigated the perception of Catholic believers on Jeju about
fortunetelling. A noticeable point in this investigation is that not only those
who have been to a fortunteller, but also those who have not are so tolerant
of it. Those who accept as fate the result of the four pillars are few but
almost 40% of believers trust in fortunetelling. It is an indication that even if
believers do not go to a fortuneteller now, it is very likely that someday they
will go to one.

And we must keep an eye on the fact people are more tolerant about
namings, the choice of auspicious days, and the geomantic system for
choosing ancestors’ graves than taking fortunetelling for personal fate.

It shows that even though believers have accepted the Catholic faith, they
often think traditional customs like naming, the choice of an auspicious day,
and choosing a grave site are not a problem. Therefore we can observe the
dual-structure of Catholic belief with the sense of traditional fortunetelling
customs in the believer’s mind.

I also think that the naming, the choice of an auspicious day, and choosing



a grave site are not perceived as fortunetelling but just traditional customs
for Catholic believers on Jeju.

Finally using ANOVA, which verifies the general -character, the
socio—economic character, and the religious character of believers in Jeju. I
then checked the relationship between religious life and the degree of
fortunetelling. I discovered that the attitude toward fortunetelling is related to
the general character and socio—economic character of the believers in Jeju. It
1s caused by the changes and developments in society that bring uncertainty
in mind and spirit. Nowadays people usually depend on the internet,
mass—communication, and human relationships. The result is easy access to
fortunetelling. Furthermore religious character and lifestyle within the Church
were related to fortunetelling. Usually believers who have a passion about the
religious life also have an unorthodox view about fortunetelling. They seem
to have a natural inclination to turn to fortunetelling and at the same time
have a passion for their Catholic faith.

Mankind never had a time totally free from fortunetelling, and the people
are still dominated by a deep sense of fortunetelling. The history and culture
of Jeju prove that. Therefore we need to understand that the Catholic
believers in Jeju have a liberal attitude about fortunetelling.

The Catholic church does not look kindly on fortunetelling. However, we
now recognize the fact that fortunetelling includes the folk-religion and
customs of traditional Korean society. So it will be good if the Catholic
church recognizes this as Korean culture. In order to do this, we urgently
need the continual concern and understanding of this culture from inside the

Catholic church.
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2.2
2.2
1.3
3.5
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25
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26
18
50
34
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26

= 'A (%)
26

—

(3,239/2638)

B (3,551/2461)
(6,354/4844)
MEAATG (4,014/3210)

B AR/ 204 AR
7739 (946/684)

ZoA e (3,289/2570)
EAY (1,145/910)

A (2,448/1707)
ZwAS (745/537)

49 (829/607)
AT (2,645/2070)
=449 (399/308)
A (844/736)
a2k (910/766)

g

AAFAG (3,610/2764)

AFAHY (2,264/1596)
=AY (3,487/2439)
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=
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<E 6> 29 +HH

L 2z 7] 213d A
A 1.000 0.471
22 1.000 0.417
T2 1.000 0.652
ZA} 1.000 0.736
g9 1.000 0.685
A 1.000 0.649
F71AF 1.000 0.646
A} =} 1.000 0.676
A 1.000 0.747
T 1.000 0.667
2 1.000 0.684
2% 1.000 0.703
T A 1.000 0.705
v 1.000 0.642
23 1.000 0.666
LEYA 1.000 0.552
A2t 1.000 0.460
A1 1.000 0.726
&2 1.000 0.532
2y 1 1.000 0.615
%1 1.000 0.639
F5AE1 1.000 0.660
x1 1.000 0.587
2A1 1.000 0.588
259 #A1 1.000 0.356

Extraction Method: Principal Component Analysis.

SEln RS dFrwelel ¥/ A AuAY, AFuwlel A F
B! 2

TR Lelste] AFaele] ¥7] A



- - N EEE FOEEE 2934 ¥

ST T gA [ B | A% | ®A | BA% | vA% | BA | EA% | rH%

S| 6.925 | 27.699 | 27.699 | 6.925 | 27.699 | 27.699 | 6.068 | 24.271 | 24.271

2 2 5.473 | 21.893 | 49.592 | 5.473 | 21.893 | 49.592 | 5.131 | 20.525 | 44.796

32 3.061 | 12.243 | 61.835 | 3.061 | 12.243 | 61.835 | 4.260 | 17.039 | 61.835

ZFUA 1.134 | 4.537 | 66.372

g9y 0.968 | 3.874 70.246

g3 0.808 | 3.234 | 73.480

=7 3 0.745 | 2.978 76.458

A2} 0.616 | 2.466 | 78.924

a4 0.543 | 2.170 | 81.094

= 0.462 | 1.848 | 82.942

g 0.437 | 1.749 84.691

iy 0.416 | 1.665 86.356

A8 0.385 | 1.540 87.896

> 0.365 | 1.460 | 89.356

73 0.347 | 1.387 | 90.742

LA 0.335 | 1.342 | 92.084

A EZA 0.304 | 1.216 | 93.301

41 0.286 | 1.145 | 94.446

41 0.268 | 1.071 95.517

A1 0.236 | 0.945 | 96.461

%1 0.211 | 0.845 | 97.306

E4AF1L | 0196 | 0.785 | 98.092

=1 0.181 | 0.723 | 98.814

241 0.159 | 0.634 | 99.448

LEJLA1 | 0.138 | 0.552 | 100.000

Extraction Method: Principal Component Analysis.

26709 Z4PZor 249 JEYPgE 2 9 29002 Rt WS
4 ASE a7 fetel thaw A7 sl 29 BAg Stk 29l
A HFE 119 AARAE ol&ste] A2 FAG HEE71E Jol &
dl & Ao Hdow rolFe wHoR W] B ATl dubrow
£ 29 7% 29e 29 7 Axsaua Aue] £4g Hasen
F2 ol gsl= FAE ¥4 (principal component analysis)S AF&3FTE 291
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FE50 AL 1FA (eigen value) 7t Ha 18 HowA FAFES] W&
of WA <®E 7>3} o] 37]9 Q9o w EHFaE Aol M F{PE Aow W

e At

w5 I
1 2 3
a4 0.860 0.052 0.065
ZTA 0.836 0.076 0.007
% 0.827 0.079 0.115
27 0.825 0.010 0.038
23 0.814 -0.008 0.052
T 0.814 0.054 0.032
AR} 0.808 -0.009 0.151
= 0.800 0.026 -0.030
eES A QI725 -0.136 0.086
#41 0.021 0.843 0.118
FTAE1 0.102 0.791 0.156
1 0.000 0.786 0.145
21 0.033 0.780 0.072
1 0.122 0.755 0.041
2A1 0.108 0.751 0.109
FAH -0.055 0.718 0.116
A}% 21 -0.065 0.659 0.147
E9 &A1 -0.116 0.548 0.205
%—EHA} 0.030 0.191 0.836
g9 0.084 0.126 0.814
7| A -0.049 0.085 0.798
AcH 0.052 0.104 0.797
32 0.170 0.114 0.781
3 0.034 0.152 0.669
2 0.124 0.199 0.601
Extraction Method: Principal Component Analysis.
Rotation Method: Varimax with Kaiser Normalization
a Rotation converged in 9 iterations

7)

Aol 7HE =2 Qo &8HA dArh S BE A

ANFE Awste]l & e A (communality)ol et st ol +A4AY F&
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=

3} (Cronbach’s a)%k
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4= HER
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= A8 95 A9 oA F= JAdo] HdAY 165%E AAstar vk olE

AFEE AL HWA b A WEtE e AgEelda ¥ 5 k. F
AES FAW 804%7F AFW AARA FBYAE 34 e AFEoln
W AFaclol i A% PAT F APol U AR 196%904, olE F

A= AL AE FAE sh= AbdEel 13%0]

¥ 11> AF A AE A 3 (&9 3, %)
A5 .
S R\ 0o (RS &)
APFE 2L 56(12.9) 20(9.1) 76(22.0)
=+ 37(8.5) 22(10.0) 59(18.5)
TRHER) 60(13.8) 27(12.3) 87(26.1)
Z 40(9.2) 29(13.2) 69(22.4)
T 39(9.0) 23(10.5) 62(19.5)
FTA 36(8.3) 23(10.5) 59(18.8)
= 23(5.3) 12(5.5) 35(10.8)
73 27(6.2) 10(4.6) 37(10.8)
L5 A 116(26.7) 53(24.2) 169(50.9)
A 434(100) 219(100) 653(100.0)
) O dAFued A 43 Ao O JAFud & 43 d&
AFul A A gl
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<E 13> 9 #HE& H=7)

T 5 B % (1g) T3 H](%)
ERRICED 57 32.4
A7 21 11.9
A 19 10.8
A5 16 9.1
st F3 6 3.4
71 = 57 32.4
SHA 176 100.0

14> HEYE 3ta A A5 ol =7 =71 Aol =7t

T 2 R () T3 ¥](%)
A3 =717 &4 56 15.1
HE =7]A &t 59 16.0
oF7F “ AT 48 13.0
olF We] =AY 39 10.5
o, 168 45.4
3HA 370 100.0

2 <E oAM= AE d9E st A &

I} #H Az

18 29t} ‘o7 » gt} Stho] 48W 0 & 13%, ‘o}F Wo] =ZArtf+=
go] 39" o2 105%7F Hol, HAARS =ZAu=E 9SS BF 87Ho 235%%
ettt dhde] dE =71A ZgktPE Syl 56 o R 151%, ‘EE =7]A

oAAM FHeHe =7= BF7t =7A 2 A7 ik A= HEs

i
et
ol

AA AL QlH S Bt

<% 15> ARFEAY R W] v EAY7?

- A=) TR %)
A% 224 goa BT 191 51.6
H2 294 gga A4en 143 38.6
WA= 2Rt Az 28 7.6
A% a9vn A7 2 0.5
X 6 1.7
3HAl 370 100.0
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<E I5>elq WAEmAEC] A sherl g WA B AL AFoTh AR

Atk 1 AP 51.6%¢<] 1912 AE 1A rPa iy, 386%¢<1 1432
LR B tshshed, 90% ol ol WA ervhi oiurglvh whd g

<E 16> &5 gddEE 2 94
—
%%m%(iij %Ef ® WAz | @ Auz
@53 ﬁgi a¥ga | agda | ¥R | #4
HEWE aznag | azag | 2AET | AA4EH
ER = S/AN r ] :
gasa | BED | 209665) | 12934.9) | 2362 | 103) | 370(100)

ZH4 €] ol F&
A7 A=
7Rl Al EAA | 5(1.4) 230(62.2) | 100(27.0) 34(9.2) 1(0.3) | 370(100)
AJofof - ghrhal
A ztst A U7k
Aq7E AEg
o -ggFo] sop
of ghtar Ajzt
s Y7t
s ds
gat=dl o
=<Qlolv A
s |
of gthar Azt

5147}

7(1.9) 215(57.8) | 100(27.0) | 48(13.0) | 1(0.3) | 370(100)

6(1.6) | 270(73.0) | 88(23.8) 5(1.4) 1(0.3) | 370(100)

o

i
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ojof grial A
7541471,

Z4e mE

6(1.6) 221(69.7) | 95(25.7) 45(12.2) | 3(0.8) | 370(100)

Syo] gu e ]
5 AZEAY 7(1.9) 235(63.5) | 108(29.2) 20(5.4) 370(100)
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F 30> Al wWE HE Aol HE

%! ]
L) T
N(d) M(SD) (%) F scheffé
frolAl @l 89 0.46(0.71)
A= mel0] 9] ) of H] 2} 10 l.:df%((),%) ]
A ABAY Al &l gadz]el A 75 1.22(0.67) 46.527#xx A<D.E
A0 A 193 1.60(0.61)
Al A ek g 2 1.83(1.02)
7 A 369 1.24(0.80)
frobal & 89 1.40(0.51)
ATl o] o B 2} 10 1.31(0.28)
Had & Al Zdadziel] Al 75 1.16(0.51) 5.326
AE7BE A 1A 193 1.10(0.54)
Al A ek 5 2 1.51(0.54)
A 369 1.20(0.53)
FrobAlE 89 1.40(0.45)
_ N of H] 2} 10 1.69(0.59)
ﬁé%fj] A Al &l Aadz)el Al 75 1.32(0.51) 1.767
44 Q1A ) 193 1.42(0.51)
Al A 25 2 1.86(1.21)
A7) 369 1.40(0.50)
wkx 1 p<0.001

19) $79, AR 7h= AbEel AAl ek 24, N a5 11(ME e, 1995), 74.
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