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Summary

Research nto Children’s Songs Handed Down on
Cheju Island

The natural and cultural environments of Cheju island are different from
those of the mainland. Many compiled resources of science have been the
object of investigation by scholars who are interested in them. In order to
research children ’s songs from point of view of the whole, [ collected them
scattered all over this island, and studied them by means of each part., The
results which I achived are as follows according to purpose of the songs.

1 . Children’s songs handed down on Cheju Island could be divided into se-
veral types according to themes., They are as foliows. Songs of animals & plants,
songs of the celestial sphere & atmosphere phenomena, songs of merrymaking,
songs of language, songs of satire, and nursery songs.

2.Songs of animals& plants are separated into two parts, One is sung
when children enjoy looking at animals & plants. The other is sung when
children collect animals & plants, play with them, and observe their biological
change. Then, children sometimes identified themselves with animals & plants
by personifying them, The characteristics represented by the figure, moving
and the environment of animals & plants are connected to those from chil -
dren’s experience through their lives, and enabled children to express their
emotions.

3. Children sing the songs of celestial sphere and atmosphere, when they
wonder at the moving of heavenly bodies and the change of weather. The tradi-
tional view of the songs said that the movement of heavenly bodies and wea-
ther would be possible to change, if pure children sang them.

4. The songs of merrymaking are sung when children hunt animals and col-
lect plants, when they play with them, and when they enjoy themselves play-

ng with them in groups. Children could express their feelings and desires
through satical plays, Dynamic songs are sung according to the process of
experienced the progress of socialization through the plays in groups, and got
their cheerfulness and good health while enjoying themselves living in nature.
And new songs of merrymking came out recently, Children banter and satirize,
the absurdity and illogicality found in adult society. And they express fru-

stration for school and home through songs.
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5. In songs of lunguage, children create words which are possessed of

wit and humors by means of displaying them during the process of the game of
language by association. The game of knowing the opposit meaning by using
the catechetical method of onomatopoeia and mimicry,

b. In satical and laughing songs, children satirize and laugh at the obje -
cts of fun and the comic interests in irregular subjects. thev are the chil -
dren who have a few teeth missing, and who have their hair cut like a Buddhist
priest and current characters. Children get a lesson from their songs of
satire about these people.

7. The sorgs of incantation are sung when the children expect that some-
thing will happen by sing them. These songs inform us of the forms of melo-
dies and the contents of spell. And thev greatly represent associable power
as spirtualis tic medium by which the subjects of spells are connected to human
beings.

8. Because nursery songs are an adult ones which the old sing to children
to make them sleep. The world of the child’s mind and sense of adulthood are
reflected in them. The contents of them show the parents’ hopes for their
children, this means that the children grow up with a filial duty to their
parents, give their fealty to the nation, and become rich.

9. when we compare children’s songs on this island with those of the
mainland, the former are short in verse in the formal aspect, and strayfrom
the regular a two foot rhythm, The main parts of the songs are 3 foot rhy-
thm of a mixture both 2 and 3 foot. A rhetoric is little refined, so it is
hard for us to find idioms used in them.

10. In the substantial aspect, the unique themes which well represents
the historical and geographical characteristics of this is land were used, and
the songs which are strong in the sense of the actual were sung, by the
consciousness of extremly different living conditions. A great part of the
children’s songs are about incantation. Though the narrative are short in
children’s songs, many problems were interrupted in the progress of research,
because the children today are much different from those of the past. And
the conditions for research are change , ot of time goes on, But musical analysis
of children’s songs is possible according to books compiled on the subject. A
fine view in comparative research about children’s songs are presented to the
whole world. And the results of research in various ways enable us to disting-

uish children’s songs from other genre in traditional literature.
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