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ABSTRACT®"

Learning Method of Local History
Using the Jeju Myth

Koh, Anna

Major in Elementary Social Studies Education
Graduate School of Education
Jeju National University

Jeju, KOREA

Supervised by Professor Kim, Eun Suk

Learning of local history has advantages to help children have senses of closeness
and liveliness by learning history through the local people’s tangible - intangible
historic products and make them feel a curiosity about history. However, examining
the current social studies textbooks - localized textbooks weaknesses are found out
that they don’t contain contents of local history as its learning materials, and that in
narrative styles and methods they don’t stir up children’s interest and historic
imagination.

Accordingly, the present study aimed to pay attention to the values of the Jeju

myth as a material of learning local history and propose a direction of teaching local

* A thesis submitted to the committee of Graduate School of Education, Jeju
National University of Education in partial fulfillment of the requirements for

the degree of Master of Education conferred in August, 2010.
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history for the current elementary school teachers through planning and applying
methods of learning local history using the Jeju myth.

According to the purposes of this research we analyzed the concept and need of
learning local history through precedent studies, and examined what meanings the
Jeju myth had as a material of learning local history. In addition, in applying the
Jeju myth to learning local history teaching methods were provided being divided
into three types and workbooks were made by each type to apply them to practical
classes. Based on the class conducted, we proposed the direction of learning local
history.

The values as a material of learning local history of the Jeju myth are as follows
First, the Jeju myth reflects historical consciousness of the people who lived in the
times and contains the general public’s stories which are not left in official historical
records. Children can grow critical historical consciousness through the Jeju myth by
learning local history which is not described with meta discourse. Second, the Jeju
myth is an interesting learning material to find local customs and manners, natural
environments, and values etc. In the background to bear the Jeju myth the general
public’s thinking is reflected, which comes to be closed associated with surrounding
natural and human environments. The children are able to learn naturally about the
origin of customs and values through the Jeju myth.

Accordingly, in the current study classes were conducted providing the method of
learning local history using the Jeju myth in three ways including ’‘reading
differently’, reading thickly’ and 'reading through little things’.

First, in the class of ‘'reading differently’ using the Jeju myth the students
investigated the myth of Bonhyangdang in gonae-ri, Aewol-eup to demonstrate the
sacredness of general Kim Tong Jung, and revived through reenacting a historical
learning model and by this, they understood that history may be different from what
was recorded.

Second, In the class of ‘reading thickly’ using the Jeu myth the students could find
out that through explaining grandmother’s origin of Susan Jinan the general public’s
history which is not recorded in official history may exist undoubtedly and they
could understand the differences between what was recorded officially and what was
not recorded.

Third, in the class of ’‘reading through little things’ using the Jeu myth the

_70_



children understood through the myths of Nam Sunbu and Yungdeung Halmang that
the things that dominate people’s customs and behaviors are values and they are
formed depending on human - natural environments, which are reflected in the myth
as well.

As a result of an analysis of the survey obtained after conducting local history
learning and class responses, the summary of the meanings of learning local history
using the Jeju myth is as follows.

First, awareness was generated that learning local history using the Jeju myth is
not boring but interesting and amusing. Each myth story aroused children’s interest
along with photos of places related to it and by directly hearing the stories and
making them into plays, they took them not as history study but as a historical
journey.

Second, as the Jeju myth is concerned with the existing shrine of the region and
has contents handed down orally by shamans, it was a good material to make
children feel living, changing and vivid history. Children could experience ancestors’
understanding of history by looking at and listening to Bonhyangdang and its gods.

Third, the Jeju myth contained stories of Jeju’s common people and stories to deny
the narration of textbooks etc which are not addressed in centralized textbooks, a
opportunity was given to inculcate critical consciousness of history.

However, if you conduct teaching local history using myths, you should consider
the following three aspects. First, it involves how to select and present the myth. If
yvou select the Jeju myth as a material of local history learning, you should select
appropriate learning objectives and myth. The criteria to select the myth should be
that there’s no psychological repulsion for elementary school students to access and
concrete concepts and themes of historical, human and natural environments should
be indicated clearly and contents should have a relatively substantial effect of
learning as introduction, development, turn, and conclusion of the story are obvious.
In addition, when you present the myth, you should various methods such as a form
of the play script, orally narrated children’s story, flash fairy tales, a form of
historical data etc. Second, myth translation and the process of making them into
historical data should be considered. As the myth contains what was orally narrated
by a shaman without any correction, improper local dialects, slangs and cruel

expressions may be inserted. Thus, the work to reorganize the volume and contents
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must be followed. Third, the historical values of myths and religious issues should
be considered. Since myths are cultural products to reflect popular beliefs, they may
cause misunderstanding inevitably. Teachers should be fully aware of these aspects
and apply them to local history learning limiting them to their elements of the story.

For elementary school students, the jeju myth may be an interesting material of
local history depending on how it is addressed or it may be a difficult and deep one.
This may be a weak point, but when viewed in terms continuity to be connected to
high school it is considered that it shows infinite potentials as a material of learning
local history. As mentioned above, to develop materials by step in relation to local
history textbooks using the Jeju myth is a task which should keep being studied in

the future.

* Key words: Learning local history, Jeju myth
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