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<Abstract>

A Study on the Values of
Middle & High School Students in Cheju

Kim, Ku Ha

Social Studies Education Major
Graduate School of Education, Cheju National University
Cheju, Korea

Supervised by Professor Kim, Hang-won

The purposc of this study is to understand various characters of
juveniles, to help teenage students comprchend themselves, and to provide
teacher and parents with basic guide to both living and studying of the
students with the survey and the analysis of the values of Middle and
high school students residing in Cheju.

Four hundred and eighty three middle & high school students in
Cheju were surveyed about the values 1n their private, family, and socal
life. The followings are the summary of the analysis.

In response to what is the most important factor in life, the
students place "personality” as the most important factor in life(42.4%),
followed by "honcsty & sincerity”(37.9%). The students believe that the
happiest person is ones who are respected due to their moral influences
and personalities(49.3%). Physical health is the second factor for happiness
for the students(29 0%).

In the variables of educational expectation, 50.1% of the students
choose 'umversity’, and 3.5% 'high school’ as their high level of education.
This shows most of the students wish to have higher education than
university level and their educational expectation is quite high.

In the variables of standards and conditions of their future jobs, the
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students put ‘potentals’ and 'self-development’ on the first place(d.A%),
followed by 'stability’, ‘contribution to the society’, and ’self-fulfilment’.

In terms of the satisfaction from famuly, more than 64.4% of the
students tend to be satisfied and about 15.6% of the students are not.

The students have a negative perspective of the society with 15.5%
response as 'very corrupted’ and 60.9% as ‘corrupted to some degree’
about soundness of the society.

In regard to economical success factors, self-efforts’(42.496),
‘connections’(18.0%) and ‘self ability’(16.8%) are in order respectively,
showing students tend to think economical success are attributed by
mainly personal factors.

'Drug or substance use’ takes the first place as a possible factor
to cause juvenile delinguency(24.2%), followed by rebel & rejection’(23.495)
and 'joining a violent gang’(20.7%).

The results of this study are as follows:

First, in their private life, juveniles consider personality as the most
important factor towards life, and as 1mportant characters, honesty and
sincerity are counted. This tendency appears to be particularly strong
with female students. The students count moral influence and social
respect as a mamn factor to feel happy rather than economical wealth.

Second, 1n the variables of standards and conditions of their future
jobs, the students put ‘potentials’ and ‘self development’ on the first place.
Their educational expectation is fairly high, pursuing higher than university
level education Male students emphasize social success and money, but
for female students, self-development and self-realization are counted as
imporiant,

Third, the students appear to be satisfied with their family life and
to obey their parcnts well. However, they don’t agree to the idea of
unconditional obedience to their parents. They obey to their parents or
don’t depending on what they think on the matter. With regard to their
parents’ attitude to home training, the students consider their parents are
democratic and over-protecting rather than authoritarian. Male students
appear (o condder this way more than the opposite.
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Fourth, juveniles perceive our society as overall corrupted, and
perceive that political corruption as the most serious problems in Korea
among current issues. They even think political corruption is more serious
than failing education system. Authoritarianism is the most dissatisfying
character of the older generation, and modern mommonism does harm in
social stability, they believe.

Fifth, in the variables of general economy, the youth count the gulf
between rich and poor as the worst economic problem in the modern
society. Although they attribute the economic success of Korean
conglomerates to sclf -efforts, they stull view connections or pulls as the
sccond important success factor in economic fields. This result shows that
the youth have both positive and negative perspectives to the society.

Sixth, the students point drug/substance abuse, rebel and rejection
and joining a violent gang to causes of juvenile delinquencies. Drug and
substance abuse is more sertous with high school students than middle
school students, and this can be related to the notorious social syndrome
of umversity entrance which causes both students and their parents to be
obscssed with higher and better school grades to enter so-called better
universities.

As conclusion, more continuous and extensive studies about middle
and high school students in Cheju are needed, and building a wholesome
values among the youth should be planned and practiced not only through
public education but also through home training, social agencies and mass
media with a systematic programs in a spontaneous atmosphere.
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