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ABSTRACT

Study on the Marketing of Jeju Livestock Products

Dae-Pyung Kang

Department of Animal Biotechnology, Graduate School

Cheju National University, Cheju, Korea

The purpose of this study was to analyze current marketing
situations and consumption status of beef and pork in Jeju-Do based
on published statistics and customer questionnaires and to make
suggestions to improve identified difficulties from the study. The
number of cattle in Jeju was about 76,608 in 1965 and decreased to
21,732 in 2000. In contrast, the number of pigs were increased to
335,645 in 2000. Currently, pork is the only meat product to have
capacity to export in Jeju. The amount of pork exported increased to
1,799 metric tons in 1999 but dropped down to 888 metric tons in
2000 due to an outbreak of the foot and mouse disease. The number
of animals processed for beef production in Jeju in 2000 was 7,859.
The number of pigs processed for pork was 489,000 in 2000, in which
417,000 pigs, 35% of the total, were consumed in domestic markets
due to the prohibition of meat exports related to controlling the foot
and mouse disease. The amount of imported pork and beef consumed
in Jeju in 2000 was 1,967 and 557 metric tons, respectively. As to
beef consumption, a total of 1,772 metric tons were consumed in Jeju
in 2000 and, among the consumed meat, 1,215 metric tons (68.6%)
were imported beef. The marketing of Jeju produced pork outside Jeju
was managed by meat companies with brand names. However, a
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significant portion of pork labelled with produced-in-Jeju was found
to be produced in other regions. Retailers were deceiving consumers
to increase their profit. The whole sale price of Han-Woo (Korean
native cattle) in Jeju is lower than other region in the nation. In
contrast, the prices for hybrids and milk cattle are relatively higher
than other regions, which prevents farmers in Jeju from raising
Han-Woo by replacing the latter. Before practicing a meat grading
system, the price of a pig was determined by the amount of meat
that a pig can produce. However, the price for castrated pigs become
18% higher than entire male pigs, suggesting that demands for high
quality meats are increasing. When store preference to purchase
meats from questionnaires of 225 Jeju residents was analyzed, the
preference for large discount stores and local butchers was 53.8% and
38.2%, respectively. When the meat area preference in beef was
compared, loin (356 %) and rib areas (21.8%) were two most
popular. For pork, the bacon area (50.7%) was the most popular. In
the age relationship to meat type, the 30’s has the highest preference
to beef and the 40’s to pork. In ways to determine meat quality, in
general, people rely most on their eyes to choose meat with better
qualities, however consumers under 29 years old were most
influenced by the manufacturer’s information provided on the label.
As a way to distinguish Han-Woo from imported beef, 50.2% of
people used the freshness and colors of meats. As to preference on
the fresh or frozen meats, 70.2% of people showed preference for
refrigerated fresh meats. In consumer happiness to Han-Woo meats,
imported beef, and pork, that of imported beef was the lowest. Most
indicated problems by consumers on Han-Woo meats, imported beef,
and pork were hardness of meat, safety concern, and bad marbling,
respectively. An increased safety concern on imported beef is likely to
be due to the recent outbreak of bovine spongiform encephalopathy
(BSE) and the foot and mouth disease.
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