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(Abstract)

A Study on the Case Marker -gwang in Jeju Dialect

Kang, In Ja
Korean Language Education Major
Graduate School of Education, Cheju National University
Supervised by Professor Choe Kyu-il

A dialect reflects the history of the language. So the study on the dialect
tells us not only the correct history of the Korean grammar but also the
difference between the standard Korean and the dialect. The purpose of this
study is to try to find out whether the case marker -gwang in Jeju Dialect
corresponds to the comitative marker —wa/gwa’ in the standard Korean in its
functions. In this study the case marker -gwang in Jeju dialect is used in
the middle of the sentence and is chiefly combined with the nouns.

A questionnaire is designed in order to find out the functions of —gwang,
and the firsthand data through the survey on the spot and the collected
data on the internet website were analyzed and investigated. Sundry records
are also referred to in order to make up for insufficient data.

The case marker —gwang in Jeju dialect are free from phonological
restraint irrespective of the preceding component, while the comitative
marker -wa/gwa is alternatively used according to the preceding
component in both standard Korean and Middle Korean. This usage
stems from Middle Korean period, when -wa was combined with nouns
which had the final sound 1 or the vowel stem, and -gwa with nouns
which had the consonant stem. As time passed, however, this usage of
the comitative marker -wa/gwa was broken from Modern Korean period
in 17th century, and ‘—gwa began to be combined with nouns which
had the final sound 1 or the vowel stem, and —gwa was a little more
used than —wa’ later. After then —wa and -gwa came to be used

randomly in Modern Korean period in the 18th century, and -gwa was

_46_



much more used than -wa'. In the early 19th century -gwa was used
when the preceding component was the consonant stem, while —wa’ was
used when the preceding component was the vowel stem. This usage of
the comitative marker -wa/gwa is true of the present-day Korean. By
the way, the case marker -gwang in Jeju dialect is supposed to be the
combination of the predominantly used particle —gwa and the additive
‘ng’ in Modern Korean period

The analysis of the functions of the case marker -gwang in Jeju
dialect tells us that —gwang has not only comitative and comparative
but also dative and locative function. In addition to these functions, the
case marker -gwang turned out to have such various functions as
connective, complementary, and enumerative function.

And it is certain that the case marker —gwang has the same functions
as other forms of case markers like ~hogok  and -(i)yeong because it is
able to be replaced by them.

In the standard Korean when the comitative marker -wa/gwa’ is combined
with the final noun, it is not considered that the expression is a correct one.
But the case marker -gwang in Jeju dialect is naturally combined with the
final noun. This is because the case marker -gwang in Jeju dialect belongs
to colloquial expression rather than literary expression,

Finally, it is obvious that the case marker —-gwang has the
enumerative function in that when preceding component is not a noun
but a verb, that verb is combined with derivative suffix -m" and then is
combined with the case marker -gwang'.

It is found that the case marker -gwang in Jeju dialect has many
correspondent functions with the comitative marker -wa/gwa in the
standard Korean through this study. This means Jeju dialect is a
subordinate part of Korean even if Jeju dialect is different from the

standard Korean in its forms.

* A thesis submitted to the Committee of the Graduate School of Education
Jeju National University in partial fulfillment of the requirements for the
degree of Master of Education in August, 2004.
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