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Summary

A Study of Negative Expressions in Cheju Dialect

Moon, Soon-Deok

This study aims to examine both syntactic and semantic properties of
negative expressions in Cheju Dialect and to elicit the similarities and
differences in negation between Standard Korean and Cheju Dialect. The
negative expressions examined in this study include both short-form and
long—-form negative sentences with such explicit negative elements as
‘ani’, and 'mot’, sentences formed by the negative answering words,
sentences formed by negative lexicons such as ‘esta’,’molida’ and 'me
1da’, but with no explicit negative element, negative sentences with no
negative meaning, and double negative sentences.

The Cheju Dialect data used in this study show that the older the
speakers are, the more frequently they are used and that some of the
data are not very frequently used among those who are young and
educated. In this study, however, the negative eXpressions used in the
past were taken as linguistic data, since the goal of this study is to find
out the negative expressions in the original forms of Cheju Dialect.

In Chapter 2, I examined the functions of short-form negative
sentences and long-form negative sentences. As for the short-form
negative sentences, it was shown that there are lots of similarities
between Cheju Dialect and Standard Korean. The difference was in the
syntactic constraint on the negative element, 'ani’. That is, while the
'ani’ cannot precede the following clauses in Standard Korean, it can in
Cheju Dialect. It was also shown that the negative element 'not’ has a
meaning of ' negative of others’.

As for the long-form negative sentences, the difference between
Standard Korean and Cheju Dialect was proven to he in the facts that
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the cooccurrence of the complementizer '~ke’' and negative predicate is
more popular in Cheju Dialect than in Standard Korean, that whereas
the noun-forming element ’'~ki’ is used in Standard Korean, the
complementizer ‘-ci’ is used in Cheju Dialect, and that Cheju Dialect
shows the charactenistics of Middle Korean through the functions of the
complementizer '-dil’.

As for the negative sentences with no negative meaning, the
contracted form ‘canhni?’ is usually used as a negative predicate, as
shown in such Standard Korean phrases as 'issci anha — isscanha, issci
anhsipnikke —issconhsipnkkka, caci ahnni—*cacahnni’. In Cheju Dialect,
however, such forms are not used at all. For example, the contracted
forms such as ’‘isci anhojo->iscanhe’, and 'adelici enhoja->adalicanha’
are not seen in Cheju Dialect. This contrast is due to the fact that
Standard Korean is developed up to the stage of contraction, while
Cheju Dialect is still at the previous stage of development.

In chapter 3, I examined the functions of negative lexicons. The
basic meaning of negative lexicon 'malda’ is "prohibition of event’ but it
includes the subordinate meanings of 'affirmation, emphasis,
confirmation’, ’‘simple negation ani’ and 'silida’. Of all the
characteristics of Cheju Dialect, it can be pointed out that four major
ones are the function of main verbs, the function of auxiliary verb, the
function of auxiliary particle and the cooccurrence of the complementizer

ke’

'asda’ is used in the place of 'ani’ for negative answer. ‘asda’ can be
reanalyzed as 'negative element + affirmative lexicon’.

In chapter 4, I discussed the negative answering expressions as a
characteristic of Cheju Dialect. In doing so, I examined the usage of ‘o
sda’ . Since ‘ves or no’ is required as an answer to the ‘yes—no’
question, ‘anida’ or ‘esda’ used in negative answering sentences
means a simple negation to the question. On the other hand, ‘maldae’ ,
when used in command or suggestion, implies the answerer's will to
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reject the speaker’'s command or suggestion. It is suggested here that
the basic meaning of ‘sesda)’ 1s the negation of 'possession
existence’, and that the basic meaning of 'esday’ is "simple negation +
negation of event” m a negative answer.

The meaning of ‘esdas’ is "negation of possession or existence +
negation of abstract object” in a negative answer of ‘molida’. When
used by the native speakers of Cheju Dialect , ‘esda’ used to be
different from ‘anida’ in their lexical meaning of negative answers, but
now either one is optionally selected as a lexicon of the same meaning .
That is, they simply alternate with each other. When stressed on ‘asda
‘or ‘ani’ in case of negative answers, the sentence implies a strong
opinion of the speaker. When unstressed, however, it is used as a
simple negation.

This 1s followed by the discussion of the usage of ‘malde’ as a
negative answering word. Used as a negative command, it is also used
as a meaning of ‘prohibition of event’. But it is also used as a
meaning of ‘rejection of event' including the will of the speaker in a
'negative answer’, It also includes the meaning of ‘will of speaker’ or
'rejection’ which is similar to the meaning of the negative element ‘a
m'. In addition, ‘malda’ takes the place of ‘silhda’, which led to a
wider semantic category in Cheju Dialect than in Standard Korean.
Most speakers in old age group give an answer with ‘malda’, but as
the age group lowers to the younger generation they give an answer
with ‘silhda’ or ‘ani +verb’. That is , there exists a sharp contrast in
the negative answer between generations. It was shown that in Cheju
Dialect negation words, ‘malda’ and ‘esda’ are used for the
sentence-ending negative answer, and that the only difference in their
usage 1s in the sentence pattern determined in accordance with the
characteristic of verbs.

A wider semantic category of ‘malda’ and ‘esda’ is one of
characteristics of Cheju Dialect. Though the negative lexicons have the
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basic meanings on their own, they include the common meaning of

‘negation’, and thereby their meanings are changing little by little,
depending on the syntactic characteristics. Though negative lexicons,
which are used for the negative answer, have their own fundamental
meanings, they were changed into simple alternate forms as the time
passed.

The older the speakers are, the move frequently ‘malde’ and ‘e
sda’ are used. The younger the speakers are, the more preferable

‘silhda’  is. Even at the moment, there is a tendency in which some
of the educated native speakers of Cheju Dialect more often use ‘ma
lda’ instead of 'silhde’ as they grow older.

On the basic of what has been examined in this study, it can be
concluded that the polysemy of negative lexicons in Cheju Dialect
results from the contextual constraints or discourse situations rather
than from the meaning of the lexicons on their own.
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