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<Abstract>

Study on Adverbs in Jeju Dialect

Moon, Kab-Soon

Korean Education Major

Graduate School of Education, Cheju National University

Cheju, Korea

Supervised by Professor Kim, Tae-Gon

Jeju dialect has maintained its peculiar originality compared with other parts
of Korea and is regarded as a treasure trove of Korean linguistic research
because of the many precious and rare archaic words maintained in Jeju
dialect to the present day.

Although one of the special characteristics of Jeju dialect is its abundance of
adverbs, research has been strangely lacking in this area. In particular, there
are many words in Jeju dialect for expressing satisfactory feelings or for
showing uniqueness, unlike standard Korean. Such words are printed only in
source books of Jeju dialect or dictionaries and the Korean—speaking public
doesn't use them, so their value is not appreciated by people. Only a limited
number of people use not a few of the existing Jeju dialect adverbs. Therefore
this study is designed to determine the special qualities of Jeju dialect by
examining and grouping the adverbs of Jeju dialect and checking their

grammatical agreement.

Adverbs in the "Jeju Language Dictionary, (Jejudo, 1995) were selected as
research targets in addition to adverbs containing explicit meanings used by
elderly Jeju people and the residents in rural areas. While adverbs are divided
into original and derivative categories by word formation, research focused on
original adverbs in Jeju dialect excluding onomatopoeic words, mimetic words
and duplications, and words used by the general Korean—-speaking public

(standard Korean).
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The abundance of adverbs in Jeju dialect was confirmed by looking into
source data of Jeju dialect and comparing this with standard Korean.

Jeju dialect adverbs were grouped into branches by Choi, Hyun-Bae's
taxonomic method (time, place, degree, conditional, modal and conjunctional
adverbs) and then examples of each branch were inspected.

Next, the agreement of Jeju dialect adverbs was examined in relation to
inflected words (verbs and adjectives) modified mainly by adverbs. It was
determined whether the adverbs matched verbs better or adjectives. It was
found that the agreement of original adverbs with verbs appeared far more
often than was the case with adjectives.

The following are the three functions of Jeju dialect adverbs referred to
above. First, the modification function [in the cases of degree, condition, time
and place adverbs]. Second, the time indication function [in the case of time
adverbs] and third, the co-occurence function [in the case of modal adverbs].

In addition, the lexical features of Jeju dialect adverbs can be summarized as
follows. First, there is a lot of unique regional vocabulary. Second, many
words with the same basic definition have subtle shades of meaning differing
in detail. Third, many archaic words are still in use in Jeju. Fourth, various
forms originating in one lexicon are wused by the public, and fifth, word

formation using the suffix '¢' has been extensively developed.

Jeju dialect has originality and history quite different from the Korean
mainland. Nevertheless, these days it is in danger of dying out in the face of
the onslaught from standard Korean due to a variety of factors. At this point,
it should be remembered that it is important to preserve the unique Jeju
dialect that is disappearing. Therefore abundant research should be conducted
while seniors who have kept the old traces of Jeju dialect are still living. The
same priority should be placed on collecting, organizing and analyzing data on
Jeju dialect. The establishment of a formal grammar system is also an urgent
task.

* A thesis submitted to the Committee of the Graduate School of Education,
Cheju National University in partial fulfillment of the requirements for the

degree of Master of Education in August, 2006.
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