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ABSTRACT

The field contextual study

about the function and words of folk songs on Jeju Island

Byun, Sung-koo

Folk songs on Jeju Island are the genre of oral literatures that have
formed and transmitted naturally in the natives’ lives of Jeju Island.
They have been early studied because regional peculiarity was reflected
than any other genres of oral literatures. I have tried to apply the field
contextual method about the function and words of folk songs on Jeju
Island to the study in this thesis. I would have liked to grasp
traditional aspects of folk songs on Jeju Island and explain the ways of

performance and formative principles of the words of folk songs.

1. The folk songs on Jeju Island were classified into three types of
songs for labor, ceremonies, and amusement according to the function.
Songs for labor have been plentifully transmitted in Jeju Island. There
are some special songs for labor transmitted only in Jeju Island. For
representative examples, there are songs for labor such as
'Batbamneunsori’ that people sing while they treat out their fields by
horses and oxen and 'Haenyeonojeonneunsori’ that women divers sing
while they row out. There are songs for ceremonies such as
' Jintogutpaneunsori’ that people sing while they dig up earth to hip in
graveyards and songs for amusement such as 'Seoujetsori’ that people

sing to become cheerful as well. In addition, 'Barmaeneunsori’ have
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been plentifully transmitted and rare songs reflecting the trades of Jeju
Island such as 'Myeolchihurineunsori’, 'Pulmujilhaneunsori’, and

"Yeonjabangadolggeureonaerineunsori’ and so on.

2. Practical, playing, and expressive words of folk songs on Jeju
Island are sung widely. Practical words function as promoting real
work and mainly are found out in songs for labor and ceremonies.
Playing words, that the contents are connected to linguistic play,
relationships with the opposite sex, and appreciated things, function as
giving Interests and enjoyment. The words of linguistic play and
appreciated things rarely if ever are found out in songs for labor and
ceremonies. The words of the sing of relationships with the opposite
sex commonly are found out in songs for amusement. Expressive
words function as showing personal emotions of singers’ hope,
affection, pain, and hard luck stories and commonly are found out in

songs for amusement and ceremonies.

3. The words of folk songs on Jeju Island are organized by using
free rhythm out of fixed form of rules in great numbers. This can be
considered that the attitude of the natives who have pursued freedom
off rules of folk songs was reflected. Folk songs on Jeju Island are
sung as the way of beginning and end songs and exchange songs.
Especially there are four ways of exchange songs, which are to repeat
the previous words, to be succeeded by the previous words, to sing
individually the words, to criticize the previous words, and so on. To
repeat and be succeeded are that singers compose the words according
to fixed forms, while to sing individually and criticize are that they
construct freely the words as they choose the words of their own.

This i1s that he natives of Jeju Island reflect understanding of the
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world to pursue community and individuality in cooperation at the
same time, into them. Folk songs on Jeju Island have freedom in the

composition of the words as the natives use refrains diversely.

4. 'Batbamneunsori’ 1s the folk song that people sing while they treat
out their fields by horses and oxen. Therefore, the combination of the
words and refrains 1s free. Most of the contents of the folk song is to
encourage the work and to pray abundant years.
'"Haenyeonojeonneunsori’ 1s the folk song that women divers sing while
they row out, so the words have regularity with the action to row out.
Most of the contents i1s to encourage the work and to hope pick
marine products so much. 'Jintogutpaneunsori’ 1s the folk song for
ceremonies that people sing while they dig up earth to hip in
graveyards at funeral @ services, but it belongs to the song for labor
highly. So the contents primarily consist of the practical words to urge
people to work. 'Seoujetsori’ is transmitted form shamanist customs to
the people and become the folk song. Because of the function of
causing amusement, this song is sung when they chiefly play and
work. Most of the contents is to betray their emotions of the grim

realities of life, regrets, hard luck stories, separation and so on.

The folk songs of Jeju Island need systematic studies about the
words gotten life force in the base of the understanding of the
traditional field and musical, literary, folkloric studies in order to make

valuable use of them further.
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