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achieved by dramatizing

is

“In summary, we may say that deeply-loved places
Human place

[e)
-7

rites.

are not necessarily visible, either to ourselves or to others. Places can other
and

places, visible prominence, and the evocative power of art, architecture,

ceremonials
aspirations, needs, and functional rhythms of personal and group life.

? Tuan, Y. F.(1977), Space and Place: the Perspective of Experience, University of
Minnesota press. ¥
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“Experience has a connotation of passivity; the word

I o
RLE

) Tuan, Y. F.(1977), Space and Place: the Perspective of Experience, University of
Minnesota press.

10

suggests what a person has undergone or suffered. An experienced man or

women is one to whom much has happened. And human beings are mature or
immature depending on whether they have benefited from events. Experience

thus implies the ability to learn from what one has undergone. To experience
is to learn; it means acting on the given cannot be known in itself. What can

be known is a reality that is a construct of experience, a creation of feeling

and thought.”
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Seeing, it has long been recognized, is not the simple

recording if light stimuli; it is a selective and creative process in which
environmental stimuli are organized into flowing structures that provide signs

nro u
LN

A

meaningful to the purposive organism.

"' Tuan, Y. F.(1977), Space and Place: the Perspective of Experience, University of
Minnesota press.
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' Tuan, Y. F.(1977), Space and Place: the Perspective of Experience, University of
Minnesota press. Y2 “The city or land is viewed as mother, and it
nourishes; places is an archive of fond memories and splendid achievements
that inspire the present; place is permanent and hence reassuring to man,
who sees frailty in himself and chance and flux everywhere.
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<Abstract>
A study on the Place and Space depicted in Jeju literature
Kang, Chi-Young

Geography Education Major
Graduate School of Education, Cheju National University

Jeju, Korea
Supervised by Professor Kwon, Sangcheol

This research is to search for the place and the space depicted in
Jeju literature. This study traced the poet’s thoughts of space and place
on Jeju’s surface in literature. Because the people in Jeju literature are
constantly interacting with the place and the space of their habitat, the
concepts of ‘space’ and ‘place’ are a way of thinking, of asking questions,
of observing, and appreciating Jeju. In addition, the space and the place
depicted in Jeju literature also give the tools we need to relate more
meaningful to people from other lands and cultures except Jeju. This
study, therefore, aimed to help people build emotional mental images of
the space and place on Jeju’s surface by using the literary tools.

The typical places and spaces depicted in Jeju literature are as
follows. First, it is the nature space in Jeju. The nature composed of
environment, the sea, islands, and mountains lays the background in Jeju
literature. Location is everything in Jeju. As an island, Jeju is absolutely

regarded in a faraway place, an isolated land, and the outest area of the

* A thesis submitted to the Committee of the Graduate School of Education, Cheju National

University in partial fulfillment of requirements for the degree of Master of Education in August,

2002.
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Korean peninsular. The images of the place and the space depicted in Jeju
literature are islands, winds, the sea, mountains, o-rums, Eyeodo, Mt.
Halla etc. In what ways do poets attach meaning to and organize space
and place in Jeju literature? Generally speaking, ‘space’ is more abstract
than ’“place.” Poets have an insider’s view of human facts, a claim we
cannot make with regard to other kinds of facts. The poets use
humanistic insights to display the space and place in their works in
conceptual frames of human’s life. The readers should understand to
interpret space and place as images of complex-often ambivalent-feelings
denoting their languages. Poets in Jeju literature take a thought of Jeju as
a risen land on the middle of the sea. They regard Jeju as a part of
surface noticed the larger space under the sea. They think of the place
from a distance. They also imagine winds blowing from the interior of
the human mind through the wind from the sea, the sea to the mountain
and changed days and nights. Poets in Jeju literature take a thought of
Jeju people as a human being rowing somewhere by a ship. At same
time, they describe Jeju as a village settled port where seamen would set
out and come back. Second, it is the history space of Jeju. It is the space
interpreted in a historical view. The space and the place depicted in Jeju
literature are differently translated its meaning and importance in the
change of history and culture. Recently, the position of Jeju is changing
into the visiting place. In literature, Jeju has no speech for a long time.
As a background or scenery, Jeju has a lot of winds, stones, and women.
In their harmony with nature environment, they want to speak of the
complete life of Jeju. Through 4.3 event, and trivial uprising events they
wish to definition who are Jeju people. Furthermore, they try to set up
the vision of the ever-lasting developing Jeju. There are the deprived, and
the depriving, the dispossessed and the snatching, the driven, and stayed in
the history of Jeju. And the history space depicted in Jeju literature has a
painful grass and wind which is separately said one tragedy of all Jeju

people to every passengers. Riding the restless winds, the one story is
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said in the motion of the wind that it should be told in endless story to
Jeju people in the future. Most of all, they should realize that they keep
their nest stead as beings like a Jeju Island. Third, it is the art space of
Jeju. This chapter helps us understand how artists feel about the space
and the place of Jeju, taking the people’s different mode experience from
the others’ into account. Arts in Jeju literature has accessed to states of
mind, thought and feelings of people for a clear definition of flowing of
life. In another viewpoint, to discover the space and place in Jeju
literature can stimulate people’s interest in geography and give them a
basic understanding that lays the foundation for study in every life. They
can then better organize and understand information about other people
and events through the works of arts. They might find out a personality,
which each place has only in Jeju. They focus on what makes a place
special, basically has a lot of common? What are the physical and human
characteristics of your hometown? Is the soil sandy or rocky? Is the
temperature warm or is it cold? Did important historical events occur
there? What physical characteristics are most important or unique? Places
and spaces is an idea that people should adapt their environments for
themselves. To interpret the subjective meaning places and spaces hold
for us is clearly not an exercise in alluding to personal experience. It's a
drawing space that it shows the perspective of experience in human life.
The objections of emotion are a crow, a hackberry, a Sae-han-do (a
picture), an angry bull. Fourth, it is the life space of Jeju. Here are tied
space and place shown how people adjust to their environment depicted
in Jeju literature. The life space of Jeju is shown the relationships among
people and places of Jeju. The people in Jeju change and expand the
their environment to better suit their needs. Everyone controls his or her
surroundings, but there are especially seamen and sea women in Jeju
those who manage to control the life space. They cultivate the sea as if
farmers use natural resources--soil, water, and sun-- to grow crops and

livestock. That is how they adapt to their surroundings. The sea space
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and place depicted in Jeju literature appear more important than those of
the centers where biological needs, such as those for food, water, rest,
and procreation, are satisfied. The sea circled the land is something
important space for Jeju people from the older generations. Furthermore,
they also respond the life space in somewhat complicated ways to
develop themselves as a oversea-beings. The sea is the life space of Jeju
seamen and Jeju dive-women. Taewoo(a kind of ship), and Taewak(a kind
of dive-women’s gourd) are the typical tool for stretching their life spaces.
They wusually learned their surrounding with their bodies. The space
created by themselves is remained in the place that Jeju children are
growing. They dream that their children could spread over the sea, to
the space of openness and infiniteness in the future. In a short word,
poets show in their works how they can invoke a sense of openness and
infinitude over the ocean as Jeju. Fifth, it is the future space of Jeju.
People don’t always change their environment. Frequently, the
environment changes the course of people’s life. For instance, people
change an island into a land, but they make an island just keep an
island itself. The first space of infants is to explore their parents. The
future space and place depicted in Jeju literature is the place that Jeju
people want to live. The desirable place of Jeju is like that: the place
where a outstanding sense of seasons tell us a lot of life story, the place
where a senior Jeju people’s life is melting in many respect, and the place
where the thought and affection of what Jeju is could build up to the
ever-lasting development.

This study is surely an individual effort to get more familiar
identities of Jeju. Like growing a tree of the sense of the place, Jeju, we
live in a space and a place with winds, stones, sea etc, which are basic
components of the environments of Jeju. In conclusion, the study is an
attempt to achieve a more coherent statement of ’space’ and ’place’” with

familiar words denoting common experiences discovered in Jeju literature.
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