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[Summary]

A Study on Elementary School Students’

Consciousness of Environment in Jeju-do
- Centering around the 6th grade children of elmentary school -

Hong Seong-Bo

National Ethics Education Major
Graduate School of Education, Cheju National University
Jeju, Korea
Supervised by Professor Huh Jeong-Hoon

The purpose of this study was to seek ways to offer more desirable
environmental education in elementary school in Jeju-do, by analyzing
the elementary school students’ concern for, awareness of and attitude
toward environment in that region.

The subjects in this study were 544 elementary school students in
Jeju-si, Seoguipo-si, Bukjeju-gun and Namchecju-gun. A survey was
conducted regarding four areas: living environment, environ mental
problem, environmental pollution and environmental preservation.

Their consciousness was examined across the entire range of
environmental education in elementary school, and SPSS program was
utilized for data analysis. The brief findings of this study were as
below:

First, concerning the concept of environment, Jeju-do was considered an
appropriate place to live owing to its excellent natural environment. But
unexpectedly, the boy students didn’t believe that environmental pollution
in that area would get worse than now, when they become adult.

% A thesis submitted to Committee of the Graduate School of Education, Cheju
National University in partial fulfillments of the requirements for the degree of Master
of Education in August 2001
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They have a correct idea that all sorts of facilities for convenient life
contributed to the environmental pollution.

Second, it’s thought that the environmental pollution would be severer
and multiple problems would take place when the population is bigger.
More boy students had an opinion that the further development of the
tourist industry, one of the leading industries in Jeju-do, would lead to
a severer environmental pollution. And more girl students didn't
consider it advisable to develop resources to make life more convenient.

Third, those who were boys, from extended families, from the region
of gun, had a less-educated protector, and had a protector engaged in
farming, fishing or transportation business, believed that they could
drink running water without boiling it, as the place where they were
living didn’t have a polluted environment.

The water pollution was regarded as the severe environmental
problem in Jeju-do, and foul water used in daily living was viewed as
the cause of water pollution.

Finally, they were actively involved in the environmental preservation
activities, but took a negative standing on the antipollution facilities in
the industrial sector. The necessity of mapping out countermeasure for
environmental preservation was more recognized by those whose
protector was better-educated, engaged in commercial or transportation
business, public official or office worker.

Based on the above-mentioned findings, there are some suggestions
toward environmental education:

First, as environmental education is closely related to daily living, a
site-specific education should be offered to deal with particular local
problems.

Second, environmental education should be conducted on a long -term
basis with a clear goal and content.

Third, diverse environmental education programs should be prepared

to give more chances for students to attend.
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