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{abstract)

The Problems and Solutions of Economic Education
in Social Studies of Elementary School in Jeju

Kang, Myoung Soo

Social Studies Education Major
Graduate School of Education, Cheju National University
Jeju, Korea

Supervised by Professor Kim, Hang-won

This study is to grasp the actual condition and the problem point of economic
education, and presents the solution.

Three hundred eight elementary school teachers in Jeju were surveyed about that
using questionnaire on the basis of the preceding research and documentary
research. It shows us the meaningful degree through chi-square(xz) every four
background variations.

The followings are the summary of the analysis.

First, according to the result of the survey on the actual condition of economic
education, the statement about aim regarding values and attitudes is contained. The
more they have experience, the more they grasp the content of text. And it hasn't
accurate responses about various teaching data input.

Second, in area of economic knowledge, I surveyed teaching condition of
consumption, production, market. Most people replied that they teach consumption,
production, market as well. In teaching condition of monetary finance and
international economy, they replied that they don’t teach this matters well.

Third, in area of economic skill they teach that matters well about occurrence of
economic problem, rational purchase method, the thing which is exchanged from
market and price. But teaching of individual economic action for deposit and lending
i1s not activated.

Fourth, in area of economic values and attitudes, students are activated about
rational attitude, necessity of economic education, habit of economizing and saving

* A thesis submitted to the Committee of Graduate School of Education, Cheju National
University in partial fulfillment of the requirements for the degree of Master of Education
in August, 2001.
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and rational purchase attitude. But it isn't activated about having positive view of
national economy. Schools that have many students are activated about variations
of the size.

Fifth, in survey of economic educational recognizing degree, many respondents
think that they don’t have enough time to economic education. And it is consisted
of difficult content to understand. It has not enough to activate motivation and
examples. Not only there are many the contents of material and the economic
terminology but also there are many difficult contents and atmosphere. So they
don’t motivate student’s interest of economic education. In teacher’s case, they
teach insufficient the contents because of lack of allocation hour for substantial
school economic education. The effect can’t go to an expectation level without
improvement will of teacher. So teachers must make an effort to have improvement
will of economic education. After employment of the teaching profession, you must
research students thoroughly and search for a problem against contents, evaluations,
teaching aims. This effort 1s necessary to complement.

The followings are the summary of effort point for positive education about the
problem in the actual condition analysis.

First, it must be accomplished the evaluation regarding all territory. The social
studies education aim for teaching must be set including skill, values and attitudes.
We must consider the evaluation method which it follows.

Second, we must precede reconstructing text. It progresses the accomplishing
degree of economic education. Basic aim is to understand the social phenomenon
and to solve the economic problem which it decides from economic life inside of
oneself. We must choose text to compose concrete economic facts rightly on
economic fundamental knowledge level of the students and economic concept and
principle. We must teach and prepare the knowledge for rational economic life.

Third, the effective teaching method must be groped. Learner must be the subject
of economic education and more efficient economic education is to run in technique
of instruction. The teacher becomes subject of economic education and he must not
teach in pattern of explanation. Disregarding experience and thinking of students,
teachers must not instruct students with authority and the narrow minded economic
education. Teachers must take proper measures of instruction to confirm economic
value judgement using the economic data of tangibility and intangibility.

Fourth, there should be various opportunities of training. Teachers should have
the professional knowledge for proper economic education. There should be more
opportunities of training for teachers to make them have interest and have an eye
for economy, when we take the importance of the economy into consideration.

Last, the chance of experience studying should be more. Through the program
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which relates with a real life and studying process, they have the opportunity to
experience the effect of economy. Also, it should lead to the effort in our life and
apply the economic fundamental concept and the principle which are acquired our
real life.

I'd like to suggest about economic education of school and a succeeding research
with the result and procedure of this study.

First the data collection and the teaching method should be groped to make
students comprehend well and have the interest because of unfamiliar basic
principles and concepts.

Second, the improvements of the contents, teaching method and evaluation of
economic education must be continued because the social structure and economy is

changed all the time.
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