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Abstract

A Study on the Middle School Students’
Value System in Cheju-province

Kang Duk-boo

Dept. of National Ethics Major
Graduate School of Education Cheju National University
Cheju Korea

Supervised by Professor. Kim Hang-won

The purpose of this study is to put it to practical use as necessary basic material in finding
a cure for juvenile dilinquency and in improving the method of moral education on the
grounds of the problems found out after surveying and analyzing the middle school
students’ value system in Cheju-province.

By analyzing the existing researches on value system, a conceptual model of the middle
school students’ value system is made. In the level of contents, it is classified into private
living, social living, national living and anti-communist living. The related components of
these dormains are analyzed into the virtue components generally dealt with in the
present middle school curriculum. Private living is classified into honesty, politeness and
bravery ; social living into co-operation, unity, responsibility and the spirit of obeying
laws ; national living into national pride and Saemaul Undong(New Community
Movement), and anti-communist living deals with communism, north-Korea, unification
and security. In the level of behavior the model of concept is classified into cognition,
affection and will be based on the theory of attitude construction.

Questionnaire is composed of 36 items for answer and these items were measured by
Likert scale,

Cheju island was demarcated into Cheju city, Seoguipo city, North-Cheju county and

South-Cheju county, and 1,440 middle school students were given questionnaires to

* A thesis submitted to the committee of the Graduate School of Education, Cheju National University
in Partial fulfillment of the Requirement for the degree of Master of Education in May, 1986.
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complete. The 1,440 students were from 8 schools: 4 girls and 4 boys) in different regions.
The teacher in charge of moral studies withdrew the completed questionnaires after the
investigation. A total of the collected are 1,031 contained practical data suitable for
analysis and subsequentely these data were computerized. In this study, statistical figures
are analyzed in terms of meaniM), percentage (% and T and F check.

The results are as follows.

In the analysis of private living dormain. 76.44%answers were in the affirmative but il.
3296 were given contradictory responses. The 76.149% affirmative responses were
classified into contents level and behavior level and the results show : honesty {cognition
87.39% affection 88.17%, will 47.91%, politeness {cognition 92.72%. affection 79.549;. will
65.95%}. bravery and perseverance icognition 87.49%. affection 84.29%, will 54.519%.
It is interesting to note in those figures that the ratio of affirmative response in the
will-level is comparatively low.

In the social living dormain, affirmative response is 75.05% and negative is 10.39%. The
affirmative response of 75.03% is classified into contents level and behavior level ;
collaboration and unity 'cognition 64.30%. affection 86.42%. will 56.06%), responsibility
‘cognition 93.60%. affection 81.96%, will 61.00% ), the spirit of obeying laws{cognition 95.
25%, affection 86.62%, will 50.24%:. It is noteworthy that the will-level of the spirit of
obeying laws shows a low ratio of affirmative response (50.24%).

In the dormain of national living, there were 77.84% affirmative responses and 5.24%
negative. The affirmative responses of 77.84% is classified into contents level and
behavior level ; amorpatriae (cognition 91.46%, affection 85.06%, will 59.46% ), national
pride(cognition 94.18%, affection 77.02%, will 76.72%), Saemaul Undong (cognition 64.
60%. affection 89.91%, will 62.17%). Though the affirmative is shown over all the levels,
it is noticeable that there were 16.92% ‘don’t knows’ and 5.24% ‘nays.’

The affirmative responses from the dormain of anti-communist living were as follows ;
the possibility of a communist society (negative 71.97%), compassion for the communist
nations having no liberty (felt compassion §3,739), vigilance on communist strategy (56.
54%), the belligerence of North-Koerea( affirmative 63.44%), conditions of living in

North-Korea (sympathic responses, 81.96%), ves or no of living in North-Koera (negative
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72.94% ), recognition of our policy of peaceful unification(95.44% ), support of our method
of solving the problem on unification (86.91% ), the possibility of hampering the
provocation of North-Korea(39.38%) .

The questionnaires revealed that our policy and method of unification had the approval
of most middle school students but in matters of national security preparedness 40.74%
had no idea and 17.98% said nay.

According to variables of background, maies’ response showed higher affirmative than
females’ in cognition and affection levels of private living and national living and in the
will level of anti-communist living.

There were no conspicuous differences in cognition levels, affection levels and will
levels between private living, national living, social living and anti-communist living
depending on grade and region Thus. there is no difference in value system by grade and

region.
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