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e (23.0) (20.9) (8.6) (34.5) (12.9) | 100.0)
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{Abstract)

A Study on Community Consciousness of Middle School

Students in Cheju Province

Lee, Goang—Yong

Social Studies Education Major
Graduate School of Education, Cheju National University

Cheju, Korea

Supervised by Professor Han, Seok-]Ji

The purpose of this research is both to present basic materials needed for school
education to enhance middle school students community consciousness in the future
and to seek a direction for the education of the whole man through research and
study of community consciousness of middle school students in Cheju province.

For this purpose, this thesis defines the concept of community consciousness,
analyzes established research and further researches what consciousness middle
school students in Cheju province have in terms of Cheju citizens sense of value,
psychological identity and cooperative attitude. The results of this research of this
research are as follows.

Considering students’ sense of value in being Cheju citizens, 37.0% of the
students cite a strong capacity for living as Cheju people’s spirit worthy of being
proud of, 23.2% of the students cite thrift. As 36.6%, the largest number of the
students cite a conservative tendency to change as a weakness of Cheju citizens
and the largest percentage, 70.0%, of the students say that their life goal is to lead

their lives by doing what they want to do. What they think to be most helpful in
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leading their future lives is family (62.3%) rather than information(22.5%) or
neighbors(6.6%). They count capability as the most important factor for social
success and they count traditional culture standing for Cheju citizens’ minds in
terms of Tolharubang (a stone statue shaped like a grandfather : 32.5%), the spirit
of Sammu(the lack of thieves, beggars and gates ; 31.83%), and the c’'pnang
spirit(thrifty spirit: 28.2%). Besides, it is to be noticed that the younger the
students are, the more concern they show about traditional culture.

In terms of psychological identity, a large number of the students live their lives
with thinking of themselves as Cheju people and they show their relatively higher
sense of belonging and identity in the frequent use of Cheju dialect and the soccer
games. However, 40.9% of the students give a negative response to the question
of whether they have family feelings about the other students in the same school
and 76.6% students say that they feel little distance from mainlanders.

Most of the students(63.4%) show a positive response to the item of cooperative
attitude. The students of lower income class(below 0.5 million won per month)
show more positive response to 'the! cooperation and participation in classroom
cleaning. Girl students(70.7%) show higher positive response than male
students(62.2%) in the attitude of mutual aid between friends. It is revealed that
girl students(46.5%) rather than male students(38.2%) and students in city
areas(47.4%) rather than those in town and county areas(33.6%) observe details
decided in class meetings relatively well. Most of the students(79.1%) have
experience in volunteer service work and second graders show relatively high
participation in it. The students whose parents graduated from colleges(67.5%) are
seen to observe public morality best, when considering their parent’s education
experience and girl students(71.6%) show higher preservation of the environment
consciousness than male students(64.9%)

The results of this research show that middle school students in Cheju province
have comparatively high community consciousness and that girl students have
more favorable attitudes than male students. It presents a direction for school
education to head for that the students have relatively low concern about

traditional culture, low identity toward their school and law social responsibility and
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law-abiding spirit. Therefore, this thesis suggests several proposals to solve these
problems.

First, education on the history and traditional culture of Cheju province should
be conducted systematically in both elementary and middle schools.

Second, various humanity education programs should be developed in order to
enable students to enjoy personal achievements and to become humane people who
understand and help poor and troubled neighbors.

Third, there should be education for students to internalize responsibility and
law-abiding spirit by democratic procedures, and various volunteer service work
programs such as all day extracurricular activities and class meeting, volunteer
service work and campaigns for the purpose of the education of special ability and
aptitude, which students can join voluntarily, should be developed as a motive to
enhance community consciousness.

Fourth, systematic follow-up research should be conducted in order to inquire
into why male middle school students show lower community consciousness than

girls students.
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