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<Abstract>

Awareness of the Jeju 4 - 3 Incident: Jeju—-do
Middle School Social Studies Instructors’

Educational Perceptions

Hyun, Jin-ho

Department of History Education
Graduate School of Education Cheju National University

Jeju, Korea

Supervised by Professor Kim, Dong—Jun

This study seeks to determine how middle-school social studies teachers
perceive education regarding the Jeju 4-3 incident. This research seeks to serve
as the foundation for further discussion about responsible public education. In
addition, various proposals are considered for creating and implementing an
effective educational environment.

This study proceeded on two fronts- literature review and questionnaire. In
order to carry out research related to Jeju 4-3 incident education, first of all
history textbooks had to be analyzed and reviewed to determine general
perceptions of the incident. Statistical analysis was carried out on the survey
data, which measured 5 factors including perception and interest, regional
studies and Jeju 4-3 education, use of Jeju 4-3 educational materials, the need
for Jeju 4-3 education, and didactic approaches in Jeju 4-3 education.

The major results of this study were as follows: First, although some
textbooks included information from the "Jeju 43 Truth and Reconciliation

Commission Report", some textbooks still refer to the incident as a communist

* This thesis submitted to the Committee of the Graduate School of Education, Cheju National University
in partial fulfillment of the requirements for the degree of master of education in August 2007.

- 116 -



uprising of "armed rebels" who were against the establishment of the Korean
government. Even though the government has affirmed the validity of the
conclusions reached in the "Jeju 4-3 Truth and Reconciliation Commission
Report", there is still a great need to correct incorrect perceptions of the Jeju
4-3 incident.

Second, social studies teachers' interest in the 4-3 incident is quite high,
coming in at 85%. Also, changing perceptions of the 4-3 incident were also
apparent, with many civilians tending to view it as "a massacre of civilians"
or "resistance". When asked about the need for Jeju 4-3 education, over 90%
of teachers said that such education was needed.

Third, the designated textbook, "Jeju Overcomes its Pain" (Apeum-eul
Did-go Sun Jeju) was given a low rating by teachers using it in designated
schools. This suggests that this textbook is not meeting the expectations of
the Jeju Board of Education. Students need a book that will help them easily
understand what occurred during the Jeju 4-3 incident. There is a need to
develop a variety of related educational materials that can raise students'
intellectual level.

Fourth, a majority of teachers agreed that there should be a separate
curriculum for teaching Jeju's history and culture to Jeju youth in public
schools. 43.1% said they agreed with this measure, while 37.8% said they
were opposed. 14.4% said they were "strongly in favor" of the proposal,
while 1.6% said they were "strongly opposed.”

Fifth, 64.9% of teachers supported Jeju 4-3 education based on the
principles of "Peace, human rights, reconciliation, coexistence, and overcoming
national division through unification with the North."

Sixth, 64.4% of respondents agreed about the need for Jeju Board of
Education support regarding "Jeju 4-3 incident educational standards,
development of educational programs and materials, and teacher training."

Finally, 78.7% of middle school social studies teachers believe that "field
trips to Jeju 4-3 incident-related sites" are the best method for teaching
students, while 42.0% thought that taking students to the" Jeju 4-3 incident
peace park to see historical artifacts" was a good idea. 40.4% of teachers

thought that using Audio-visual materials or TV would be effective, while
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27.1% of teachers thought that comic books or animation-related audio-visual
education would be effective. Coming in lowest at 14.4% some teachers
believed internet study was most effective in teaching students about the Jeju
4-3 incident.

Teaching assumes that there is mutual cooperation between teacher and
student. We must make an effort to ensure that Jeju 43 incident education
includes the societal values we want to teach young students. Jeju 4-3 incident
education is forward-looking, has vision and direction. Through such education
we can recover our human dignity, and teach students about human rights and
peace. 1 believe there is great merit in peace education, especially in Jeju,
which has suffered through the Cold War and other wars and still has
memories of the violence that occurred here. Such education should be our

first priority.
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