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<Abstract>

A Study on the Development of Oreum Ecotourism

with an Interpretation Program in Jeju Island

Koh, Eun-kyoung

Geography Education Major
Graduate School of Education, Cheju National University

Supervised by professor Kim, Tae-ho

Oreums, small volcanic cones, have been destroyed by regional development
in Jeju Island. As a result, oreum ecotourism is recently recognized as an
efficient idea of protecting oreums and an alternative tourism. The purpose of
this study is to develop the model of oreum ecotourism with an interpretation
prbgram. The geographical significance of oreums was firstly analyzed and then
the ecotourism and interpretation program were conceptualized. The oreum
ecotourism with an interpretation program was applied to two case study areas
of Gujwa and Anduk in Jeju Island.

The development of oreum ecotourism, regarded as a feasible ecotourism
with an interpretation program, is largely divided into three stages. The first is
a preliminary stage in which the target audience is examined and the purpose of
participants is grasped. The interpretation program is also planned and the
relevant materials are collected and checked. The second is an interpretative
stage in which the audience is informed of the theme of a course, and the
conceptual frame of a main subject is set up, at an introductory part. At a main
subject part, the general information of oreums are firstly given to the audience
and then the respective interpretation of oreums and neighbouring landscpes are
performed at every viewpoints Iin a course. The theme, suggested at an
introductory part, also need to be strengthened by rearranging the information
given at each viewpoint. The interpretation program is finished after a question
and answer time. The third is an evaluation stage in which the whole process
of interpretation is estimated and the opinions of participants are collected. It
feedbacks to a following preliminary stage. This study does not, however,




include the evaluation stage in the model of oreum ecotourism. Based upon the
developing process, two courses were suggested; the one is consisted of scoria
cones in Gujwa area and the other is composed of a lava dome and
hydrovolcanoes in Anduk area.

There are several difficulties in developing and carrying out the oreum
ecotourism with an interpretation program such as an ownership of oreums, a
lack of ecotourism interpreters, and a disestablished environmental capacity of
oreums. In particular, the oreum ecotourism can cause an increase in oreum
visitors and subsequently accelerate a damage of oreums. Therefore, it is
necessary to introduce a rest vear system of oreums and to manage hiking
trails strictly. In addition, oreums must be considered as valuable natural
resources which are hardly recovered and need great time and expanses for a
restoration work once they are destroyed, resulting in the accomplishment of

sustainable oreum ecotourism.
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