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SUMMARY

The purpose of this study is to identify the change and nature of
those people who gripped the power and influence in the Cheju
province during the period between the Liberation from Japan in
1945 and the April Revolution in 1960.

The Cheju society experienced the bloodbath of the 4th of April
Uprising. The Uprising had a huge influence on the change of the
influentials’” group as well. Before the Uprising, the People’s
Committee, which were characterized by independence,
self-sustenance, aboriginality, popularism, and leftism, had taken the
leading power. The reason this Committee could grip the power is
that they are supported by Cheju residents. The populace threw their
full support behind the Committee because most of the Committee
members staged a positive anti-Japan movement during the Japanese
coercive rule.

The influence of this Committee, however, started to wane duec to
the suppression of the U.S. military control and the Seung-man Lee
government after the incident of opening fire in 1947, which is
considered the beginning of the 4th of April Uprising. In the while,
the Rightists started to root in and began to influence a lot all over
the society.

The extreme anti-communism system was established through the
4th of April Uprising and Korean war and it enabled the Rightists
to grip the leading power. Though most of those rghtists were not
supported by the residents because they had the experience of
helping the Japanese rule, they consistently expanded their power

and influence through the adherence to the central government under



the protection of the extreme anti-communism system.

Therefore, those rightists, gripping the power after the 4th of Apnl
Uprising, are characterized by dependence on a foreign rule,
subordination to a central government and rightism. And the

structure of power in the Cheju province, formed in that period, has
still retained its basic frame.
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