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<ABSTRACT>

The Present Status and the Improvement Direction for

Women's Policy of Jeju-do"

Kim, Soo-Yeon

Department of Social Studies Education
Graduate School of Education, Cheju National University
Jeju, Korea

Supervised by Professor Yeum, Mi-Gyeung

Under the recognition and viewpoint on women's issue in community, this study
starts from the critical consciousness that there is no enough discussion about this,
despite that women’s policy in community changes women'’s life in community and
has possibility that can proceed with advancing to equal society.

This study examines the present status for women’s policy in Jeju Special Self-
Governing Province from the gender perspective, thereby being aimed to clarify
problems and limitations to women’s policy and to elicit a proposal for establishment
and specific project in women’s policy based on regional characteristics and on the
understanding and needs of local women.

To wunderstand the theoretical background in the main—streaming of women’s
policy, the specific analysis was utilized the materials that were collected by carrying
out an in-depth interview method with a local expert group in Jeju—do side by side,
together with a literary survey method such as data or statistical annual report for a
women’s group, newspaper reports, etc. In particular, the in—depth interview on an

expert group in Jeju—do area was aimed to seek for a plan of integrating the gender

* A thesis submitted to the Committee of the Graduate School of Education, Cheju National
University in partial fulfillment of the requirements for the degree of Master of Education in
August, 2007.
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perspective, and a survey was conducted over 2 months starting from May of 2006.
Given summing up the results of analysis in this study, those are as follows.

First of all, the following are the results that inquired into women’s policy in Jeju-
do from the aspect in value, the institutional aspect, and the administrative aspect.
The aspect in value for women’s policy in Jeju—-do is targeted women, and is based
on women’s experience, but is failing to reflect a gender impact. Accordingly, it is a
real situation that is failing to change a fixed idea and image on the existing women
and to advance up to establishment of a policy that improves social and structural
inequality. In terms of the institutional aspect, the basic regulations for women's
development, which become a basis of establishing a gender—-sensitive women'’s
policy, were made, but the regulations related to women are extremely few, thereby
failing to arrange an institutional base. In strengthening women’s representation, a
basis for driving a gender—sensitive policy is being arranged such as proceeding with
gradually increasing the number of female public servants and as heightening the
participation rate in female members for a committee. However, a rise in female
public servants is limited to an increase in female public servants for the lower
ranking, and even the participation rate in female members is leaned upon a
committee, which was restricted to the existing role of women, thus it will need to
be expanded into a policy for qualitative growth as well as quantitative growth in
women’s representation. In the administrative aspect of women’s policy, the
organization and manpower in charge of women’s policy for Jeju—-do were weak
enough to push for a gender—sensitive policy. However, as the Jeju Special Self-
Governing Province was established in the year of 2006, it has been making a certain
effort such as introducing the special assistant system for women's policy directly
belonging to a provincial governor, who assists women’s policy. Additionally, in a
sense that is arranging an opportunity that can change direction and viewpoint for
women'’s policy through a change in consciousness of public servants.

Next, through the interview materials with a local expert group, the actual
condition, improvement direction, and case analysis for women’s policy in Jeju—do
from the gender perspective, the possibility of gender—sensitive women'’s policy was

examined. The gender-sensitive separate statistics will need to be arranged in the
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future. And, the gender impact analysis evaluation needs to be expanded into all the
policies aiming to confirm whether the results of a policy are equally indicated to
women in all spheres. Also, the issue of women’s white paper for Jeju—do is required
as the objective materials to grasp whether the quality of life in women of Jeju—do
1s being changed and how much a change in women’s policy is. Moreover, it will
need to be conducted a survey & research project targeting women in community.
Next, the expansion of the organization in charge of women’s policy, and the
utilization and education for professional human power are necessary. The expansion
in organization and personnel for a department in charge is essential in order for
women’s policy in Jeju—do to be enlarged into a field for strengthening in women's
competitive edge such as expansion of gender equality culture, promotion of rights
and interests, female education, female employment, and child-care.

As a result of analysis in the above, it is attached importance of interaction among
participants in a policy, of formation in partnership among diverse local doers, and of
implementation in a democratic decision-making system, aiming at establishment and
operation of a policy and at substantiating a policy. In order for a local policy
including women’s policy in Jeju—do to proceed with advancing to a gender—sensitive
policy, it is required to be attained the closely gender impact evaluation on a policy
project, the introduction of personnel in charge of a women’s policy, and surely the
enactment of the basic regulations for women'’s development. Especially, the gender
impact evaluation can be applied even to any stage in the process of a policy, but
needs to perform the function so that the gender—sensitive regional reform policy can
be designed, by grasping an impact of a gender issue, gender request, and each of
alternative plans related to a policy on gender in the process of comparing and
examining the previously policy alternatives and then by reflecting those when
developing a policy.

Down the road, in the dimension of regional governance or gender governance, it is
required the analysis on influence, which functions on the other side, and the more
in—depth analysis on a regional policy. Also, from the feminist perspective, the
diversely regional-policy cases must be analyzed. This is intended to be left as a

follow—up research subject.
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