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59 (FHIW Ald) EeF 2l i@ o]E&e] AFo] 30¢ o, AFE 63913,
1960~66 (AT Al)) Fetdls Aol 389 o) AFe 7724 AFY o]&g2
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55 - 0.27 7.8 25
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57 0.60 0.22 11.3 2.9
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<Abstract>

The Culture of Women in Jeju

- With a Focus on Family and Married Life -

Park Chung Hee

Geographic Education Major
Graduate School of Education, Cheju National University

Jeju, Korea

Supervised by professor Song, Sung-Dae

Recently the unique characteristics of the provinces of Korea have been
disappearing with Korea’'s industrialization and the development of its transportation
and communication technologies. In addition, the cultures and ideas, which have come
to Korea through the process of its' internationalization, have thrown Koreans into
confusion. Given this situation it seems very worthwhile to investigate the traditional
culture of Jeju, especially the culture of women.

The focus of this study is limited to the women of Jeju and their culture. It
investigates women'’s lives and culture by considering their family and married lives,
and organizes the results so that they can be used in the future as teaching materials
for traditional local culture.

To do so, this study consults documents recording women’s family and married
lives and then investigates social phenomena from the 1900s to the mid-1960s, right
before Jeju started to be developed.

Jeju used to have a unique way of life because of its geographical conditions and
the historical events which differed from those of other provinces. They led,
particularly, to women’s unique social positions and living conditions. For example,
the initiative role women played in productive activities such as dry field farming and

diving, the independence of married couples and their parents in spite of living

* This thesis submitted to the Committee of Graduate School of Education, Cheju National
University in partial fulfillment of requirements for the degree of Master of Education
in August, 2004.
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together in the same house, the marriage between male and female within a village,
the close relationship between husbands’ and wives’ relatives, the wedding ceremony
and relationship between mother-in-law and daughter-in-law, the status of
concubines, the system called Amchanggae, in which a bride had a wedding ceremony
without her groom in extraordinary cases such as typhoons or the death of parents.

It may be natural that a variety of aspects of traditional culture have been
weakening or disappearing as time goes by, but they should not be ignored
completely. Rather, they should be taken over and improved. Taking over traditional
culture is a constant process of choice and creation. So, what is suitable for
present-day Jeju needs to be carefully considered and aspects of its traditional culture
need to be improved.

To do this, a few activities are proposed:

First, subjects such as geography should deal with local culture. This will help give
students an opportunity to learn their own local culture and reduce cultural distance
between the young and the elderly.

Second, ways to make the old and the new coexist harmoniously should be
pursued. A variety of ways can be considered, such as the adoption of a way of life
which goes beyond the simple nuclear family to include extended family as well, and
the popularization of gualot, traditional working clothes, and bingddok, a bread made
from buckwheat.

Third, instead of extremely commercial festivals, cultural events need to be
regularly held, so that people from all over the world will be able to experience and
understand the traditional local culture of Jeju. Not only will it increase our
knowledge of our own nature, history and culture, but it will also strengthen our
cooperative spirit and pride as natives of Jeju.

Fourth, natives of Jeju need to know and be able to explain every detail about Jeju
with love and affection for their home province.

Finally, constant efforts to adapt the traditional culture of Jeju to modern society
are needed. The spirit of Jeju must be recognized as an important treasure and a

worthy guide through difficult times.
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