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Abstract

A Study on Proper Language Instruction through Jeju Provincial
Proverbs

Ju-hyoung Kim, major in Korean Education

of Graduate School of Education, Jeju National University

supervised by professor Taegon Kim

The purpose of this study is to select proverbs related to language among
Jeju provincial proverbs and to design programs promoting proper language
use which internalize affection to Jeju provincial dialect and encourage proper
language use through a series of study activities of Jeju proverbs related to

language

ChapterlI looks into three components of proverbs including terms and
concepts which have been used in common since the Joseon Dynasty period
and characteristics of Jeju provincial proverbs as basic material for proverb
instruction. This chapter also classifies and defines proverbs into five types
and presents 18 proverbs included in textbooks of the current 7th elementary
school curriculum of education. Besides, this chapter sums up and presents
three teaching methods in regard to teaching vocabulary which schools must

deal with.

This chapter enumerates elements of language etiquette instruction, language
etiquette experience activities and methods of teaching proper language
etiquette and notes that internalizing or habituating proper language use

requires continued and repeated teaching.

This study surveyed elementary school teachers, 4th grade school children of

Hagwui Elementary School and their parents on the basis of questionnaire
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drawn up by this writer, investigated 'the actual conditions of local children’s
language’ as well as 'opinions about children’s language’, 'recognition to Jeju
dialect’” and 'the necessity of Jeju dialect instruction’ and analyzed the

results.

Chapterlll selected 88 proverbs for development and application of "programs
for proper language use”, designed annual teaching programs by classifying
them and set up models of teaching and studying proverbs related to
language. And this chapter summed up actual activities applied to class such
as teaching and study activities to internalize proper language use, this
week’s proverb study, language bulletin board, game of choosing beautiful
words, writing pen pal letters, composing four-line verse, letters of
commendation with a title derived from Jeju provincial proverbs, signboards
or home correspondence using Jeju dialect, and the conclusion on the basis of

the results is as follows:

In regard to internalizing proper language use on the part of children, school
teachers should teach children to use proper language in accordance with detailed
situations and places in and out of school. Since proper language use is
ultimately aimed at habituation, teachers should make children practice it in daily
life. Education in connection with families is considered to turn out more

effective.

Children in Jeju Province regard Jeju dialect as 'fun language’, 'proper
language’, 'affectionate language’, 'language worthy of preserving forever’,
etc. In a positive manner. But it is a fact that Jeju dialect is too difficult to
use, so many of then cannot use it even though they want to use it. It is
also a fact that elementary school teachers have difficulty in teaching it for
lack of 'Jeju dialect education programs’ and for lack of 'specialized

knowledge’.

For children who are in the habit of using bad language such as vulgar

words acquired from friends, internet and TV, swear words, scorns, internet
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language, screaming, etc., this study selected ’'Jeju proverbs related to
language’ and developed and applied seven 'programs of internalizing proper
language’ including 'this week’s proverb study’ and ’teaching and study
activities’. According to the result, children were not so different before and
after research. They were still unfamiliar to ’Jeju dialect’ and they were not
well aware of and had difficulty in understanding Jeju proverbs but for Jeju
proverbs related to language as before. But it was found that cases that
children intentionally use some words among Jeju dialect for fun increase
with time and their resulting interest in it also increases remarkably. And
84% of children wish to be taught Jeju dialect at school, which means that
school life turns from environment rampant of vulgar language to
environment using proper language through a series of language instruction
programs. Thus, this study concludes that the result comes from children’s
familiarity to Jeju dialect and internalization of proper language use through
'Jeju proverbs related to language’, given that children try to make class

environment using language considerate of others.
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