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Abstract

A Study of Souje-sori a Folk song 1n Cheju Island

Pyon Song-gu
Korean Language Major
Graduate School of Education Cheju  National University
Cheju Korea
Supervised by Professor Kim Young-don

I think Souje-sori, a folk song in Cheju Island. is widely reflecting common
people’s life in the Island and their common mentality as a characteristic which
has much to do with various traditions of Cheju Island and exorcism rite.

This treatise shows the phase and real facts. by considering the characteris.
tic, type. form and contents in the song in the literary field, that hold in
traditional folk songs of Cheju Island.

Description in front of the treatise can be conclusively summarized as the
following seven items and the forward subject to study more deeply about the
song is also described as the following.

. Throughout Cheju Island Souje-sori has been sung as a type of folk song
by exorcists, professional and functional men or women, so called Shim-
bang, in ‘Soksalim® that is a kind of ritual process of exorcism. (Exorcists
are called ‘Shimbang’ in Cheju Island) And in the view point that it
cherishes a religious and incantational  function. it carries a characteristic
of exorcistic songs, at the same time it has a characteristic of amusement

and ballad in a viewpoint that it cherishes interest and amusement of a

A thesis submitted to the Committee of the Graduate School of Education, Chejy
Natinal University in partial fulfillment of the Re
Education in May 1986.

quirements for the degree of Master of



group dance so valled ‘Chum’  with various folk songs.

Lo

In the diachronic aspect it is thought that Seuje-sori was sung as songs of

exorcists carrying incantational function and entertaining function.

However 1 think it was turned into a non-function folk song in the
process of being handed down from one generation to another and gradual-
ly has become common people’s song just for the sake of their entertain-
ment without incantational function. in the result.

But in the synchronic aspect I think of the song as a exorcistic. ritual
folk song with exorcistic function in a viewpoint that the song has been
sung in the exorcizing coeremony until now.

3. Classifving the type of Souje-son according to its melody, handed-down-
way. and function, 1t can be put into the form of healing rite in which
exorcists sing in order to entertain god in exorcizing rite, the form of the
amusement in which common people sing for enjoyment of their life, and
labor form in which workers sing when they weed on the farm.

1 Iis singing style is composed of three sorts of formulas.

Formula |. Prologue+ Refrain+Main librettos

Formula [I. Main librettos 4+ Refrain+Main librettos

Formula [JJ. Refrain+ Refrain+Main librettos

According to the above three formulas, Formula | is a singing style of
its originality.

The motive of its singing is classified in the prologue. 1 think the pro-
logue, sung by first singer who cleared his throat. has function to control
the whole melody-tone when it is sung.

The refrain has the function of rhythm-control and rest that arrange
the rhvthm between each line.It is mainly composed of two meter and four
meter.

5. Sovuje-sori's rhythmical frame is based on the four meter-rhythm, which

give us soft and enchanting feeling an account of its relativity with dancing
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7.

movements.

The four meter-thythm is classified into two kinds of forms. One is the
four meter-rhythm composed of confronted. doubled two meter-rthythm
and the other is the four meter-rhythm enlarged the width of description.

It is general that two meter-thythm  usually appears in the result of that
four meter-thythm divided into the front two mete-rhythm. and the post
two mete-rhythm.

Three meter-thythm is a varied rthythmical frame into which changed
two meter-rhythm and four meter-thythm  and four meter-thythm  appears
here and there in the song.

Repeated artifice. that is one of the two obvious features with the refrain
part in the form of folk song, mainly shows repeated forms of vocabular-
les and phrases. which are usually mixed up. The form of repeated voca-
bularies is showed AAXA type, XAXA type and XAXB type. the form of
repeated main phrases AAXA type, AB successive type, AXAX type, XAXB
type and special type.

I greatly divide the Souje-sori’s verses into two parts. one of which is
"Shin-puri‘(narrating the history of god) and the other is‘Han—Puri'(dispell-
ing one's grief) The main contents of ‘Shin~Puri’' is made up of god's
history. entertaining god, the action and the figure of god. and ‘Paibang-
song(Taking god on the small model ship and seeing it off) The main
contents of ‘Han Purni’ is composed of librettos depicting enjoyment and
love, sadness of enjoyment and love, sadness of hard life, deploring of
common people’s adverse circumstances derived from newly recognizing

being old age and death.
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