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Abstract

A Study on the Traits of Snake Tales in Jeju—do

-Comparison with Snake Tales in Mainland-

Kang Cheol
(Supervised by professor Heo Chun)

I will check the aspects of snaketales in Jeju—do and extract the features of them,
compared with those of mainland. For this, I am considering the aspects and
meanings of snake tales in Jeju-do as follows; “the story that snake is superior to

” o«

human beings”, “the story that snake and human beings are fighting each other”, “the
story that human beings are superior to snake”. I treated the various aspects of snake
tales in Jeju—do through this classification. Also, I looked this story as the possibility
among current novel. The main contexts that is being discussed are as follows.

At first, snake is the object of religion that is directly related with the wealth
and honor in the tales of “the story that snake is superior to human beings” as
<Chil-seong bonpoori> in Jeju—do. The snake is an ancestral god, and the religious
object of richness. The snake in mainland is the fortunate being for human brings,
but there is no any tale similar to tales in Jeju-do. So this is the unique feature of
tales in Jeju-do. In mainland, the dragon bringing water into paddy fields area
replaced the snake. On the contrary, in Jeju—do, people didn't do rice-farming but
work at the sea.

Secondly, in “the story that snake and human beings are fighting each other”, the
hatred and worship toward the snake coexist. And this leads to from the absolute
worship to the confrontation against snake in “the story that snake is superior to
human beings”. Also, in this story, government officials are seemingly trying to
reinforce the ruling ideology of the government. But, on the other hand, these tales
show the adversarial nature against the confucian ideoclogy that expresses the
government’s complete dominance over the district. We know that the traditional
society of Jeju—do couldn’'t be assigned to the confucian system because Jeju—do had
an independent system different from the government. In this context, abolishing
traditional and religious temples degenerate the traditional Mt. Hala ritual of Jeju-do
into the confucian ritual, and innovate “Windy rain and thunderstorm ritual”. The
imnovation of traditional rituals in Jeju-do, including the innovation of religious

temples, was made for the reinforcement of government. So, the dominant group
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represented by Huh Jwasoo, Yeongcheon Lee moksa in these tales considered the
temples in Jeju—do as the obstacles for the government and was trying to destroy
them. This is similar to the snake tales in mainland.

Third, there is no transformation-story that snake ascends to heaven with the
help of human beings, which is common in mainland, including the story of dragon as
the various kinds of aspects for snake, in these tales. This prove that the trace of
snake tales remaining in Jeju—do can’t be found in the mainland. Also, the tales such
as “Khwangjeongdang and Lee Hyung-sang moksa” that can be easily found in the
tales in Jeju—do can’t be found in the mainland, which is the evidence that this story
was turned into the tales in later generations.

Fourthly, 1 studied how the materials of snake tales can appear in modern
literature in <Yeodretdang's fate> by Lee Jae-hong, <Kimnyoung snake cave
bonpoori> by, Hyun Gil-un, <The story of Khwangjeongdang>, <A spoon on the
ground> by Hyun Ki-young. In <Yeodretdang’s fate>> by Lee Jae-hong, tales served
as the illustration in novels, and traditional materials were completely fused. Through
<Tosan Yeodretdang> tale, the fate that had to take Yeodretdang appears. In this
tale, the fate entangled with the hometown, the folk, and the legend of snake shows
the pattern of repetition and going back. <Kimnyoung snake cave bonpoori> and
<The story of Khwangjeongdang> accept truly the meaning of the legend related with
Kimnyoung snake cave and Khwangjeongdang. And this serves as ‘tale as a
structure’ that tale is involved in the whole novel as a structure, in a way that age
and stage are restructured tracing back to the world of tale. Especially, Hyun Gil-un’s
works serve as the modern narrator for the tales in Jeju—do recreating and changing
them related with the social situations at the time. Through <A spoon on the
ground> by Hyun Ki-young awareness of the snake that was considered as a
guardian for worship is changed.

The research of snake tale can be meaningfully fortified in a relationship with
dragon-snake tales including earth worms, centipedes, turtles, and intensifies the realm
of research with the help of wvarious neighboring literatures like anthropology,
comparative literature. Also, the comparison with the literature of Hainan island in
China, Okinawa in Japan, South Asia, and Northern Asia will be necessarily needed.
And additional data-gathering and data-supplement have to go together with this

work. I am going to hand additional discussion about this down the later stage.
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