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Abstract
A Research on Metamorphosed Tales around Cheju Island
by Koh, Sok-hee

Korean Language Major
Graduate School of Education, Cheju National University
Cheju Korea
Supervised by Professor Hyon, Yong-jun

The metamorphosed tales can be indicated as the conceptions of all the various types of
ancient tales. which transformed into other shapes unfolded by words of mouth around this
island (Cheju-do). In this research. I had made several attempts to draw the general patterns
with literary meanings and motivations on the tales and to analyse them to gain certain
approaches within new ideas from them. In this case. the motives of metamorphosed tales
show us some meaningful literary themes or the original contents for keeping ones or succes-
sion to the coming generations : they shall be. therefore. the primary elements underhe in the
islanders’ tale stories. Here, totally, are 86 pieces of selected metamorphosis-tales and all of
them are being possessed by or succeeded to the Chejo-do islanders.

Summarized contents on this research are below:

I. The tvpes on myth of the metamorphoses appear frequently in variety figures: trans-
formed aspects into of malice, godhood as animals. rocks or Buddhist-statues so forth. Even
the “Bon-puri” for gods or goddess —akind of exorcism is most characterized deeply by the
falk-tale color. on the other hands in the types of "Dang-bonpuri or Josang (ancestors)
bonpuri”, myth on the metamorphoses contain the literary characters of incantation orofvalue
holiness in the section of apotheoses tales from the seated motives in themselves The aspects
of metamorphoses tales on the fields of legend of falk-tale appear in variety ways of words:
Hence the tales could be transformed the public minds of villagers and their natural cir-
cumstances into a figure of other types of metamorphoses. Inother words, metamorphoses
reflect some sorts of literary charcters to form on proofs, to make amusements for villagers
and then they are combined strongly with the literary structures to seek the humanity. ethics

and edifving stories from the function of metamorphoses about them.

[[. Metamorphosed tales around this island can be divided into 8 types of all by the

meaningful functional motivations such as below:
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) metamorphosis type changed from temptation

) metamorphosis type as retributive story

) metamorphosis type for slaying monsters

4) metamorphosis type based on the changeable originality

) metamorphosis type of self-concealing or evasion

) metamorphosis type on struggling or wager against monsters

7) metamorphosis type of birth from immoral conduct with a monster or so

8) metamorphosis type for gaining something to transform

[I. More often than not the structures of these metamorphosed stories around this island
have developed such the descriptive forms of common literature as the four courses—the intr-
oductory’. “the development'. ‘the extension’ and ‘the conclusion’. And the case of these str-
uctral descriptive motives are being substituted from metamorphoses. we can see that each
structure has a type of new one firmly. Moreover the structural of episodical insertion in
its function does always not take a resident situation.

On the contrary. it does emphasize the theme of the tale: furthermore it causes a new
transformation with the character of taking apart or putting together in meanings. This indi-
cates a phenomenon on the metamorphoses as the new reflection to the islanders’ public
thoughts and their experiences about their daily lives. This reflection for the descriptive

literature rises and falls with the villagers™ cohesive power on their world.

V. Literary characters on metamorphoses tales are the theme or the meanings of their
typical structures. At the same time. the villagers’ complex ideas from daily lives are con-
nected with them. Although a great troubles have excessively arisen between the right and
the wrong from the metamorphosis-motivations. the public has shown the right directionsto
their lovely metamorphsis tale and they would choose the eternal choice for good-will at
any time. In this way. to choose the theme in metamorphosis contains the precious literary

character in every structure.
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