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<Abstract>

A Study of ‘Heta’ in Cheju Dialect

Kim, Mi Jin

Deptartment of Korean Langguage & Literature
Graduate School, Cheju National University
Cheju, Korea
Supervised by Professor Kang, Young Bong

The study of ‘heta’ in Cheju dialect has hardly been accomplished because
its usage and conjugation are not thought to be different from those of standard
Korean. Therefore this thesis seeks to similarities of ‘hata’ both in Cheju dialect
and standard Korean, and then explains the specific characteristics of ‘heta’ by
examining the previous studies of ‘hata’.

In Cheju dialect ‘heta’ is added to nouns, nominal form, adverbs/adverbial
forms, and adjective stems, with the result that they can all have the dynamic
qualily. So its usages as <noun+heta>, <adverb+heta> and <adjective+he
ta>, enumerates each of these examples, and describes their properties in detail.
It is unique that the form of ‘color adjective+heta’ appears only in Cheju
dialect, which can be seen in Middle Korean.

The studies of ‘ha-" are too various to be classified by some common
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criterion. Some studies argue differently, though they are partially agreed upon
some opinions. Therefore, this thesis gathers to classify the studies one another
which has an approximate view in most part.

Etymologically ‘hata’ had verbal quality. It is guessed that the function as
derived/derivative suffix appears step by step as the function as verb are
various more and more because the stem has comprehensive meaning. ‘Hetad’
belong to the middle category which accomplishes the dual functions of ‘ha-" as
verbal stem and ‘ha-' as suffix.

In the form ‘noun+hetd’, ‘heta’ was originally a transitive verb. However, due
to the ellipsis of objective markers this form has become deverbalized. ‘Hetd'
has a property of higher notion which includes adequate meaning as each
context without using the specific verbs to express the actions which relates its
precedent elements. The meanings of *hefa’ are determined by linguistic social
factors or linguistic cultural ones, not by the precedent noun regularly.

When the ‘heta’ insertion rule applies to adverbs, there is an aspect different
from the ‘heta’ combination with nouns. Although there is no case marker and
the combination is very strong, ‘adverb+heta’ does not use as a word because
of its uninflxional character. ‘Heta’' can be preceded by both an object and a
adverbial complement. It means that the nouns and adverbs shows the property
of verbs by combining with ‘heta. An independent adverb functions as a verb
in the pattern of ‘active adverb+heta’. ‘Heta’ following the static root adverbial
complement has the state of the preceding component. Therefore, the form of
‘static adverb+heta’ becomes a static verb.

Compared with the color-words of the standard Korean, those in the Cheju
dialect have the property of a verb as well as that of an adjective, while those
of the standard Korean keep the property of an adjective only.

In the expression of color, first ‘-p-' is added to the original root of a
static verb and then combined with the verb ‘heta’ in Cheju dialect. It shows
the same paradigm with the pattern of <the derivational stem of the static verb

+m+heta> in the standard Korean. The color adjectives indicate the character
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that they combine with the continuative aspect morphemes ‘-amsi-/-omsi-,
though they are static verbs. By doing this, they shows the changes of color.
It is obvious that ‘hayaheta’, ‘kumuheta’, ‘bulguheta’, ‘nuluheta’, ‘puruheta’, and
so on are derived from the phrase of <stem+ -a/-0 heta>, comparing with
adjectives like as ‘heita’, ‘kumta’, ‘bkta’, ‘nulta’, ‘prta’, etc. The kind of ‘nuluhe
ta’, is distinguished from those of ‘nuita’ not only by conjugation but by
dynamic quality, which is former’'s property. In modern Korean, ‘hata’
originally can combine with adjectives; however, it is impossible to combine
color adjectives. As this thesis shows, in Cheju dialect and middle Korean it
can combine color adjectives. It means ‘heta’ in Cheju dialect still keep the

property of Middle Korean yet.
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