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Abstract

A Study of “Interogative Endings”
in the Cheju dialect

Kim Mi—Kyong

Korean Language Major
Graduate School of Education. Cheju National University
Che ju Korea
Supervised by Professor Kim Hong—Sik

A Study of “Interogative Endings”
in the Cheju dialect

As a kind of mood. the interogative requests certain informations to hearer with which
part is expected to be filled by speaker's intention. Since the interogative ending follows
a honorific prefinal morpheme, trichotomy is introduced to describe the mood according to
such general honorific system as ‘hara, hays, and hapsd' modes.

The following are the summary of the previous chapters.

1) The endings with which the dischonorific mode ‘hara' concurrs are such endings as
‘—nya, —ta. —ka, —nga, -~lre. —ji".

1-1) The ending ‘—nya’ has no constraint such as second person subject or special
tense marker in its realization and it functions as yes—no question. The ending "—ni’.
however, is related to the so—called wh—question in which wh—form word appears to be
filled in with the informations requested from hearer's side. When the action aspect
morphemes such as ‘—am-si—" or ‘—a-si—', imperfect or perfect respectively, are followed
by the ending "—na’, then it asks an irregular habitual action in the past. As a subjective
assertion of speaker to be requested an assent from hearer,the ending -nye’ is characterized
for that purpose with the condition that the particle ‘i’ should follow up to the ending in

all cases.

* A thesis submitted to the Committee of the Graduate School of Education, Che ju

National University in Partial fulfillment of the requirements for the degree of master of

Education in may 1987.



1-2) the ending ‘~ta” has a constraint of subject where all grammatical person except
which relates hearer's side is ungrammatical. The ending "t is accompanied with
wh—word. while ‘—ta’ keeps no such exclusion so that a focus is the key to distinguish
such kinds of questions.

1-3) The ending "~ka' is assumed to be attached to a nominal (or 1ts equivalent) word.
It is described that the ending '~ka' means yes—no question and ‘—ko' means wh—
question. This is concord with the phenomenon of the medeival Korean corpus. If the
latter "~ko' is used for non wh—question. then it implies any suspicion of the sentence at
issue or somtimes denial from speaker himself. If contrast. the ending '—ke' implies a
modest request of an assent for the sentence at issue from hearer's side positively by
speaker.

1-4) The ending ‘—nga’ has no restriction on its preceding form  but it takes
exclusively a third person subject. In most cases. this ending represents speaker's
suspicion or doubt about a far distant fact which is not in the present speaking situation,
for this reason, becoming an indirect question. The subclass endings are ‘—nga. —ngo’
which are split into yes—no and wh—form questions each other.

1-5) The ending "—Ire’ constrains on its subject and predicate as well. Only active
predicate with perlocutive hearer as a subject constitutes its wellformedness due to its
volitative feature of ending ‘—lre’.

1-6) The ending ‘-ji’ shows very complicated pragmatic conditions among the endings
discussed so far. This ending implies the following situations. Firstly, speaker asserts or
judges affimatively or clearly the fact of the sentence at issue. Secondly. he expects a
positive answer from hearer's side or by his affirmation he connotes certain request of
modification or correction to hearer's part intentionally. So it is presupposed that hearer,
at the very least. knows or has a cognition on the contents of the question at issue
already. Syntactically, this ending hardly permits wh—form word in this regard, if not. a
shared information between speaker and hearer is never postulated.

2) In the plain honorific mode ‘hays’, such endings are observed as '—lrogo. —la, —men.
—s6, —an'. These endings take two kinds of role in question. i.e. yes—no and wh
question, in which focus accent plays an important role in dividing between the two
questions. Moreover, it deserves a special mention that the endings are the same forms of
the declarative mood except their raising tone of the interogative mood.

3) The high honorific mode is ‘haps®’, in which ‘—kkwa, —kang, —kka’' are found. After
the honorific morpheme ‘—wu—" all these endings can be realized without any constraint.
The ending ‘—kang’ is solely permitted to follow after the retrospective morpheme ‘—te~"

and ‘—kka' after the present progressive morpheme ‘—ni-—' exclusively.
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