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Abstract

The study of the characteristics and changes
of funeral-rite’s culture in Je—Ju rural society

Funeral-rite includes socially, religiously important meanings and has
practiced diversely in modern society. A rural society has inherited in
traditional funeral-rite, while a city has practiced funeral ceremony using a
funeral company after 1970s. The religious and social functions of
traditional funeral-rite have already disappeared in the city. As people use
professional funeral-system that is not the same as rural community’s
funeral-rite to work with the members of community, the forms and
meanings of funeral-rite have been changed. Also, funeral-rite in rural
society has forfeited the function to integrate a community. The funeral-rite
in traditional society has performed as the role of norm to keep a
kinship—community but this has been reduced in modern rural society.

The idea of ancestor—worship has been weakened. Also, the maintenance
of the kinship—community and the order of the reestablishment in which
traditional funeral- rite play a role have been abated. The phenomenon of
deconstructing a community, which modern rural society has gone through
makes the integrative function which traditional funeral- rite has acted weak
in the community. The cultural change of the rural community results from
the phenomenon of young -generation moving from rural into city, the
debilitation of traditional values, the changes of custom which keeps the
unity of rural community and the penetration of the rural community by the
urban—culture.

This article has examined how funeral-rite’s culture change and the social
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meaning of this change in the procession to destruct modern rural
community. Funeral-rite’s culture in Je-Ju has changed rapidly in 2000s.
The government’'s power strived to alter funeral-rite’s culture after 1960s
but the conservativeness of the rural society did not accept the change.
Even though the traditional funeral-rite and its culture had maintained, it
has been transformed fast in 2000s. The change starts from inside
funeral-rite culture by outside influences. A shift in generation to keep a
rural community, the transformation of traditional values and norm, the
decline of existed tradition and the trend of urbanization in a rural culture
have renovated briskly the rural society in 2000s. The aspects of these
changes have affected largely funeral-rite’s culture. The summary of this is
as follows.

First, funeral-rite’s culture has mingled Confucian ceremony with
shamanistic ceremony. Confucian culture has transmitted in traditional
society. After that it encountered with the deep-rooted shamanistic
ceremony in Je—Ju. As a result, Confucian culture coexists with shamanistic
ceremony. The one of the characteristics of funeral-rite in Je-Ju is the
coexistence of Confucian ceremony and shamanistic ceremony. The formal
procedure of funeral-rite’s culture follows Confucian ceremony but folk
beliefs are working in the contents. Confucian form (the procedure of
ceremony) and shamanistic contents (the thoughts of the soul and another
world) complements each other.

Second, the functions of funeral -rite such as the integration of the
rural community and the reproduction of kinship structure have disappeared
in the traditional society. As a result, the role and function of funeral-rite
that performs as a rural community’s norm has been diminished. All
members of the community in the traditional society participated in
funeral-rite and offered their labors to the community. However, the

functions of funeral-rite in modern society have been decreased taking over
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it to a funeral company. Funeral-rite transforms from community ceremony
to family ceremony.

Third, ancestor-worship religion that focuses on ancestors’ cares has been
weakened. Instead of this rational thought occupies In a main stream by
means of the modern scientific civilization. As ancestor—-worship thought has
weakened, funeral-rite has mainly practiced such as the ceremony for
handling corpse and for the remnant people. Also, the term of funeral-rite
1s reduced and cremation is increasing by family rite—simplification policy
that the government makes. The period of funeral-rite has been reduced
from Three-year funeral to 100-day funeral, 49-day expiration of the
period of mourning.

Fourth, the acceptance of a public cemetery makes traditional theory of
configuration of the ground depreciatory. Custom to find a propitious site
for a grave diminish and it is established for people to use a public
cemetery. Also, the place of funeral ceremony has changed from house into
the funeral system of the cemetery. The communities that have no public
cemetery make the phenomenon of using a hospital or near funeral
ceremony places increasing. The phenomena of using a public cemetery and
preferring the convenient funeral-rite transforms existed funeral-rite in
which all members of the community participated into family —centered
funeral-rite.

Through the understanding of funeral-rite’s culture in rural society we
can have the valuable views to perceive modern Je—Ju rural culture. The
maintenance of traditional funeral-rite is the foundation of keeping basic
custom and norm in rural community. However, the foundation itself is
undermined. As a result, the interaction of relationship within the
inner-community has been transformed dramatically. To  practice
funeral-rite, the custom to offer labors by the voluntary participation of

community’s members has declined and funeral culture has changed into
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funeral-rite to buy labors for the ceremony. The custom that gives
rice—cake and food as a contribution disappeared. Instead of this now people
give money for a contribution. According to this, people assure that the
principle of the exchange is working as the basic principle of the interaction
among them.

This article emphasizes on the various phenomena which construct funeral
rite’ culture and explains how it have changed. Also, this study summarizes
the meaning of the changes through the concrete case studies. The issues
with which I did not deal in this article are the view of the soul and death,
the thought of another world, the reinterpretation of traditional rituals and
the interrelation between Confucianism ritual and shamanism ritual. The
funeral rite in the city has forfeited traditional form and transformed it into
modern form. However, funeral-rite in a rural society is still working for
important custom and people consider it of meaningful ceremony in kinship
community and community. Also, ancestor-worship thought still has
remained.

The maintenance and change of tradition are co—existed. Through the case
studies this research will help the study of the characteristics and changes

of rural society’s culture in Je-Ju.
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