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Abstract

A Study of “Kimmaenin Norae” in Cheju island

Kang Séng-kyun
Korean Language Major
Graduate School of FEducation Cheju National University
Cheju Korea
Supervised by Professor Kim Young-don

The farmlands of Cheju island are mostly dry fields which have a good
many stones because of the particularity of its natural surroundings, and the
main cereals of its people are barley and millet. In this island, “Kimmaegi”
(picking weeds) means “Patmaegi” ( weeding a dry field where barley or
millet grows). Picking weeds out of a dry field was among the indispensable
jobs that women in Cheju have to do, so that the song “Kimmaentin Norae”
(weeding song) is sung when people pick weeds out of a dried field. The
song 1s sometimes called “patmaeniin Norae” (‘picking weeds out of a dry
field'" song), too. _

.'I’ie results of a study"about “Kimmaenin Norae”, which can be heard only
by old people owing to the change of the way of living are as follows-i

1. The song “Kimmaeniin Norae” is sung when weeding 1s done mostly by
group although weeding is done by one person.The song and the work is

guided by the leader called “Iginnyok” who has a position on the left in

front of the working order in weeding.

A thesis submitted to the Committee of the Graduate School of Education, Cheju
Natinal University in partial fulfillment of the Requirements for the degree of Master of
Education in May. 1986.
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9 In Cheju island. the folk song consists in great part of “Nodongvo(labor
song)”. which “Kimmacnin Norae” lies at the root of, with “Mattol Panga
Norae(grinding mill song)” and “Hacnyed Norae (woman diver song)” It 1s
also women—oriented labor song.

3 There are far more weeding songs than the other labor songs except
“Mattol Panga Norae™ and “Haenvo Norae". Accordong to the contents of 1ts
storv. we can classitv into two forms: songs dealing with the actual working
condition an songs, with the popular  emotion in daily life. They are in the
ratio 3:1 because the work 1is done outdoors and is not always done all
through the year and because 1t s difficult 1o hand down the story from
generation to generation.

1 “Kimmaenin Norae” 1is also called “Sadi(Sade) soni”, which consists of
“Chinsadi” and “Tchoransadi”. “Chinsadi™ 15 a song which has a long melody
and “Tchoransadi™is a short somg There often appear the cases that the refrain
is merely repeated in “Chinsadi’ in order 1o start the work or to add the
pleasure and stimulate the atmosphere.

5. Although “Kimmaenun Norae” is scattered all over this island.
“Awegisorn” 1s sung al Nansan-ri Songsan-ip, and “Hongwegisorl”, at Nansan-
rn Sodngsan-ip and Songip-ri Pyoson-mvon, as a weeding song. In addition, 1t
is particular that the melody of “Soujet Son” joins with "Kimmacnin Norae”
at some regions of Namwon-ap. Songsan-up and Pvoson-myon.

6 There are few solos in character of the work. Instead. there arc two ways
that people sing: onc 1s the way that all people sing the refrain in Chorus
after the leader sing a story. and the other. the way that two persons sing a
story alternatively and at this time the other people listen carefully The
former became more usual form bhecause of people’s psvchologic and physical
aspect and the effective aspect of work.

- Because the stories of weeding songs have changed variously by the

singer. tne exactly same stories can scarcely be found anywhere in Cheju



island. And we can notice the interchange with the other labor songs once in
a while because the same persons have to do various kinds of work. Weeding
song is little interrelated with the folk song of the main-land. This means a
pure characteristic of “Kimmaentin Norae” of Cheju island. But. on the other
hand. the interchange with proverbs seems to be obvious.

8. “Kimmaeniun Norae” is a mirror that reflects people’s character in this
island. Especially we could feel their diligence in each phrase of the song

and it is also the life itself.
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