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{Abstract)

A Study on the Theatrical Characteristic
of Exorcism of Cheju Island

Moon Moo-Byung

Korean Language Major Graduate School of Education Cheju National University
Cheju Korea
Supervised by Professor Hyun Yong-jun

1. The place of exorcism is the stage for performance of playing. This stage is not
divided from seats for guests, and expresses the universe view of the island inhabitants
which stands for the whole universe.

The influential circle of the place for exorcism is formed on the bais of the inhabitants’
vertical and horizontal universe view and motives in rising and falling of ideal and real
lives.

This theatrical characteristic of exorcism can be shown in the process of rite (Chogam-
jai). First of all, in the process of rite (Chogamjai). First of all, heavenly world is located
in the upper part of the place for exorcism and in the low part are located the table for
exorcism and Sinjari (mat in which a shaman dances).

Thus, the actual spot sense of space is acquired by explaining the floor for exorcism
as the “the model of universe’” and that of time and place is acquired by proving this
place to be geographical spot of actuality on the basis of horizontal world view.

2. The shaman is not only one who can dispel people’s grieves but a player of great
ability. When we examine the growing process of a shaman, he accomplishes his character
by himself as a saint as well as a player through the cultivating period in which he brings

* A thesis submitted to the Committee of the Graduate School of Education, Cheju National

University in partial fulflllment of the Requirements for the degree of Master of Education
in May, 1984.
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up his moral character and miraculous virtue.

The mythology of the shaman-ancestors justifies the shaman'’s ability, which dispels
people’s grieves, because it is concerned with grief. He is a primitive medical man who
cures people’s diseases and turn away their grieves through the medium of identifica-
tion. And he is a player who has the ability of many roles and the skill of spiritualism.
That is, a player serving God with an order dancing with God and bantering people’s mind.

3. The dramatical development of a great exorcism is made up of the process of the
followings:

1) Calling for God (Chogamjai)

2) Prayer of exemplary order (explaining God’s history and welcoming God)
3) Solution of real problems (the rites serving the Ten Kings)

4) Realization of new order (explaining God’s history and playing)

5) Saying good-bye to God

Thus, its development forms logic structure in order making climax the rites serving
the Ten Kings.

4. The exorcism for shrine and disease among individual rites of great exorcism have
a lot of hints of play.

The exorcism for shrine is a ritual play for strengthening of the community con-
sciousness, and the exorcism for disease is a theatrical performance for curing the disease
which happens because of diviation from the community, and returning a person to the
community. This exorcism contains the exorcism a for consoling the Gods of ancestors

whose form also has a lot hints of play.

Therefore, the origin of the theatrical characteristic of exorcism can be seen in the
shrine or disease exorcism.
5. The theatrical characteristic of exorcism of Cheju Isalnd is carried out in the two
forms: “Hanpuri (dispelling grief)’’ and ‘“Play in exorcism.”
“Dispellings grief” is ‘divided into “Lyunggeulim (sobbing of dead spirit) and
‘“Bangullpeum (dispelling grief by using knot.)”’ The former, which is a tragedy with
drams form, unifies, negotiates, improves and creates the relationship between the life

of past and present.



The latter, which is a “‘Pannori”’, dispels the grief of ancestor through dramatical
formation of ““Guneungdugdam (good story of ancestors), and happening of grief and
telling the story.

Play, a playing exorcism for replaying the mythological truth by performance, is divid-
ed into four groups.

First, “Younggamnori” and ‘‘Seochunkkonnori’ contain the divinities of good and
evil. These two divinities, which are personified out of invisible conceptions. The former
represents outward powers (Evil Gods: death, disease, vice, grief) and the latter sym-
bolize the inward powers Good Gods: life, health, cleanness, blessing). |

These two conceptions conflict with each other and the trouble is solved by driving
out the latter (Evil God).

Second is a “Segyungnori” for praying good harvest as a occupation play with
homeopathic and magic hint.

Third is a ““Sansinnori”, a play of real life, which reflects life customs such as the
ways of hunting and dividing games of their ancestors who live on hunting.

The last is ‘“‘“Kangtaegong, Seomogshi’’ as a constructing rite when they build their
houses.

Original doll plays contain the followings:

1) “Playing baby”’ in ‘“Tosan Shrineexorcism’’ shows the dramatic action of bringing-
up baby with a small doll.
2) Playing ‘“‘Humengil” is a doll play of punishing the offense of Evil God, Humengii.
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