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<Summary>

Historical Consciousness of the High School Students
in Cheju-Do

Kang, Im-ha

Social Studies Education Major
Graduate School of Education, Cheju National University

Cheju, Korea

Supervised by Professor Kim, Hang-won

The purpose of this study is to survey the historical consciousness of the
high school students in Cheju-Do and then to give them the desirable
historical consciousness, finally to provide the required materials for educating
the historical consciousness to them.

585 academic or business high school students in Cheju city and Soguipo
city will join in this analysis. This paper is not only dealt with the basis of
the histarical consciousness and the development stages of that, but also uses
the way of percentage and X° verificaton in order to analyze the differences
between male and female, and between grades and individuals.

The results summarized are as follows:

# A thesis submitted to the Committee of the Graduate School of

Education, Cheju National University in partial fulfillment of the
requirements for the degree of Master of Education in August, 1996.



This paper gives us an interesting understanding of the basis of the
historical consciousness. The students are interested in learning of history
but unfortunately they don’'t anything. Many students, however, are much
interested in the studying of history. The period that they are most interested
in history is when they are third grade in middle school. They like to learn
history of culture(mostly), history of politics(seconlly), and history of social
economy(thirdly). Most students feel the need for learning history. The
purpose of learning history, they believe, is ‘to help us understand what we
are'(35.9 %), ‘to make out our grandparents’ spirit and achievements'(30.6 %)
and ‘to give us knowledge and culture'(26.8 %). Students get note of their
imformation from texts and teachers. It is proved that they are also influenced
by TV, radio and historical novel. Majority students have no understanding
their local cultural assets, which means that the studies in school make little
of the materials local community.

The development stages of historical consciousness are analyzed as follows.
In their consciousness of the past, the present and the future, those who
believe it is important to know the past before knowing the present are
marked 37.8 percent. 29.2 percent believe in the importance of getting along
with the present time. And the 27.9 percent students believe that the bright
future most important. Although many students consider our history’s topic to
be the subjective. On the other hand, quite a few students tend to think of it
as the surrounding counturies or outside power. As a result, it is strongly
necessary to make them develop the subjective consciousness of history. Even
if the students recognize the originality of our culture, 26.9 percent of them
say many of our culture are not authentic. This fact tells us that we should
teach and educate the originality of our culture and further the originality of

our history. When the writer also asks the students the unification of three



Kingdoms in Sylla dynasty, 35.2 percent answer that it was necessary for the
national unity; 289 percent answer that it was probably a policy made by
mistakes because Sylla dynasty wouldn’t find a sinister design by Dang, one
of Chinese old kingdoms; 20.5 percent answer that it was against the national
profit. Answering the factors and reasons producing the development of
history, they agree that the development of history is resulted from the
powerfulness of nameless of common people(69.9 %), politicians’ activities or
their foreign policies(17.1 %) and economic development(14.4 %). According to
the survey of the national pride, it orders priority that 462 percent live
without any difficulty in their country; 27.2 percent think they are pretty good
in their country; 169 percent urge that it is just destiny; 9.2 percent will
emmigrate if possible. Because many students have no national pride, the
learning of history will help them get a desirable historical consciousness.
They looked upon the environment pollution, neuclear, deprivation of humanity,
wars, and gap between rich and poor in regular order as the problems of
modern world.

The above survey is summarized in brief. There is no meaningful difference
between grades. Then, It has meaningful diferences where two items show
p<0.05; three items p<00l; four items p<0.00l. It also provides us the
meaningful differences between academic high schools and business high
schools where two items show p<0.05; three items p<0.01; eight items
p<0.00l. The outstanding difference is shown in the basis of historical
consciousness. It is believed that the reason is resulted from the different
education system accordance with academic high schools and business high
schools. To solve these problems, the history teachers will have to study a

more effective way of learning of history.
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