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ABSTRACT

A Study on Character Design for Activating
Tourism in Jeju
- Focusing on Dongjaseok, a unique folk feature of Jeju

Jong-Ku Woo

Major in Visual Communication Design
Graduate School of Engineering

Cheiu National University

Supervised by

Professor Young—Soo Son

The Island of Peace, International Free City, International Free Port —— Jeju

According to the statistics of the end of 2002, the world s tourist
population has increased up to six hundred million or 109 of the world’ s
population and the effects on nation, regional economy and culture are great.
Therefore, many nations of the world have considered and developed tourism
as their strategic industry and the competition is wild.

The tourist strategy of most of the nations and regions has been focused
on the times and the demand of the tourists under the aim of attracting as
many tourists as possible and of creating tourist incomes.

The beautiful nature of Jeju Island is already well known both domestically
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and internationally. On the other hand, Jeju Island has its own culture
distinguished from that of inland. This is because geographical features have
influenced Jeju Island and the ways of life, religion and customs are unique.

Jeju is geographically a lonely island in the distant sea and unlike
aristocratic high culture it has formed a folk culture different from that of
inland based on popular culture combined with natural ways of life. Likewise,
in respect of folk culture data, its academic and artistic value is recognized
and since there are abundant data for studying folk culture the attention of
the academy and public is rapidly growing.

As the history of Jeju proves, Dolharubang and Bangsatap situated here and
there and Sandam and Dongjaseok built to protect the ancestors’ graveyards
reflect the ways of life of the citizens in Jeju Island.

Under this condition, especially, Dongjaseok, Jeju’ s unique folk feature, is a
fine symbol for Jeju Island. Also, since modern people growing tired of
materialistic civilization =~ are' showing more friendliness and attention to
Dongjaseok, it should be used as a design motif to study and develop a
character in fairytale and picture-like ways.

Character is not simply an element for design but a brand. The concept of
character is already familiar to us as it is called a social communication
industry. Moreover, its recognition is rapidly spreading. Besides that, character
is effective in elevating regional PR and therefore, it can help distinguish Jej
u’ s unique culture and characteristics.

Currently, many tourists are visiting Jeju Island because of its excellent
natural tourist conditions. Character products are helping tourists understand
and remember Jeju’ s folk culture and history. Therefore, developing character
products and distributing the traditional culture of Jeju have the aim of
elevating the image and the preference as a tourist site and secondly, of

distributing the Jeju culture in the world.
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